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ABRAHAM LINCOLN.1
BY JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL.

THERE have been many painful crises since the ito,,
patient vanity of South Carolina hurried ten prosperous Commonwealths into a crime whose assured retribution was to leave them either at the me1·cy of the
nation they had wronged, or of the anarchy they had
summoned but could not control, when no thoughtful
American opened his morning paper without dreading
to find that he had no longer a country to love aPd
honor. ,vhatever the result of the convulsion who'.le
first shocks were beginning to be felt, there would still
be enough square miles of earth for elbow-room ; but
that ineffable sentiment made up of memory and
hope, of instinct and tradition, which swells every
man's heart and shapes his thought, though perhaps
::iever present to his consciousne'-s, would be gone
from it, leaving it common earth and nothing more. J
Men might gather rich crops from it, but that idea.I ·
harvest of priceless associations woulcl be reaped no '
longer; that fine virtue which sent up messages of
courage and security from every sod of it would have
evaporated beyond recall. We should be irrevocably
1 Tl,is paper was pubHshed by Mr. Lowell originally in the N art.A
American Review for January, 1Sf.l4. W'han he reprinted it in~ -rollUD81 My Study JVi,idows, he added the final paragraph.
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cut off from our past, ancl be forced to splice the
ragged euds of our lives upon whatever new couditions
cham·o might lea\'e dangling for us.
\Ye confess that we had our doubts at first whether
the patriotism of our peoplo were not too nanowly
l provincial to embrace the pl'oportious of national
peril. \Ye felt an only too uatu1·al distrust of immense public mcctiugs and cnthnsialStic cheers.
That a reaction should follow the holiday enthusiasm with which tho war was entered-on, that it shoul<l
follow soon, and that the slackening of public spirit
should be proportionate to the previous over-tension,
might well be foreseen by all who had studied human
nature or history. Men acting gregariously are always in extremes; as they are one moment capable of
higher courage, so they are liable, the next, to baser
depression, ancl it is often a matter of chance whether
numbers shall multiply confidence or discouragement.
Nor does deception lead more surely to distrust of
men, than sclf-cleception to suspicion of principles.
The only faith that wears well and ll()l<ls its color in
all weathers is that which is woven of conviction and
set with the sharp mordant of experience. Enthusi2Sm is good material for the orator, but the statesman
needs something more durable to work in, - must be
able to rely on the deliberate reason and consequent
tirmmiss of the people, without which that presence of
mind, no less essential in times of moral than of ma,•
teri:il peril, will be wanting at the critical moment.
Vvoul<l this fervor of the Free States hold out? ·was
it kimllocl by a just feeling- of the value of constitutionnl liberty? Ilacl it body enough to withstand the
inevita.ble dampening of checks, reverses. delays 1
Had our popu.\1,tion intelligtmce enough to comprohend
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that the choice was between order and anarchy, be.
tween the equilibrium of a governR1ent by law and
the tussle of misrule by pronunciamiento ? Could a
war be maintained without the ordinary stimulus of
hatred and plunder, and with the impersonal loyalty
of principle? These were serious questions, and with
no precedent to aid in answering them.
At the beginning of the war there wa.ci, indeed, occasion for the most anxious apprehension. A President known to he infected with the political heresies,
and suspected of sympathy with the treason, of the
Southern conspirators, had just surrendered the reins,
we will not say of power, but of chaos, to a successor
known only as the rept·esentative of a party whose
leaders, with long training in opposition, had none in
the conduct of affairs ; an empty treasury was called
on to s1tpply resources beyond precedent in the history
of finance ; the trees were yet growing and the iron
unmiued with which a navy was to be built and armored ; officers without discipline were to make a
mob into an army; and, above all, the public opinion
of Europe, echoed and reinforced with every vague
hint and every specious argument of despondency by
a powerful faction at home, was either contemptuously
sceptical or actively hostile. It would be hard to
over-estimate the force of this latter element of disinQ
tegration and cliscoura.gement among a people where
every citizen at home, and every soldier in the field,
is a reader of newspapers. The pedlers of rumor in
the North were the most effective allies of the rebellion. A nation can be liable to no more insidious
treachery than that of the telegraph, sen<l:ng hourly
its electt-ic tluill of panic along the remotest nerves
of the community, till the excited imagination makes

10
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every real danger loom heightened with its unreal
double.
And even if we look only at more palpable difficul.
tics, the problem to be solved by our civil war was so
vast, both in its immediate relations and its future
consequences ; the conditions of its solution were so
intricate and so greatly dependent on incalculable and
uncontrollable contingencies ; so many of the data,
whether for hope or fear, were, from their novelty,
incapable of arrangement uutler any of the catt-gories
of historical precedent, tliat there were moments of
crisis when the fim1est believer in the strength and
sufficiency of the clemocrati<! theory of government
might well holcl his breath in vague apprehension of
disaster. Our teachers of political philosophy, solemnly arguing from the precedent of some petty Grecian, Italian, or Fl,.miish city, whose long peri0<ls of
aristocracy were broken now and thon by awkward
parentheses of mob, had always taught us that democracies were incapable of the sentiment of loyalty, of
concentrated and prolonged effort, of far-reaching
conceptions ; were absorbed in material intercl'ltS ; impatient of regular, and much more of exceptional restraint; llacl no natural nucleus of gravitation, nor any
forces but centrifugal; were always on the verge of
"ivil war, and slunk at last into the natural almshouse.
of bankrupt popular government, a. military despotism,
Hero was indeed a ,lrcary outlook for persomi who
}mew tlemo<•1·:-icy, 110t hy rnhhing shoulders with it
lifelong, bnt merely from hooks, arnl Americ-:i only
by the report of some fellow-Briton, who, having
eaten a. ba<l dinner or lost a. carpet-hag here, liad
w1·itten to Tlie Times demanding redress, and drawing
a mourBful inference of democratic in:.tal>ility. Nor
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were men wanting among ourselves wl10 had so
steeped their brains in Loudon liter:iture as to m1a,.
take CocknP.yism for European culture, and l!ontempt
of their country fot· cosmopolitan breadth of view, and
who, owing all they had and all they were to demo,
cracy, thought it hacl an air of l1igh-breedi11g to join m
the slmllow epicedium that our bubble had burst.
But beside any disheartening influences which might
affect the timid or the despondent, there were reas()nS
enough of settled grnvity against any over-confidenco
of hope. A war - which, whether we consider the
expanse of the territory at stake, the hosts brought
into the field, or the 1·each of the principles involved,
may fairly be reckoned the most momentous of mod.
em times - wru1 to be waged by a people di \•idecl at
home, unnerved by fifty year:; of peace, under a chief
magistrate without experience and without reputation,
whose every measure was smo to be cunningly hampererl by a jealous and unscrupulous minority, and
who, while dealing with unheard-of complications at
home. must soothe a hostile ncutralitJ abroad, waiting
only a p1·etext to become war. All this was to be
done without warning and without pt·eparation, while
at the same time a. social revo?ntion was to be accomplished in the political condition of four millions of
people, hy softening the prejudices, allaying the fear!li
,and gradually obtaining the coc>peration, of their unwilling liberators. Surely, if ever there were an
occasion when the heightened imagination of the historian might see Destiny visible intervening in human
affairs, here was a knot worthy of her shpars. Never,
l)erhaps, was any system of government tried by so
rontinuous and searching a strain as ours during the
last th rec years ; nevet' has auy shown itself stronger ;
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and never could that strength be so directly traced to
the virtue aud intelligence of the people, - to that
general enlightenment and prompt efficiency of public
opinion possible only nnder the influence of a political
framework like our own. We find it hard to understand how even a foreigner should be blind to the
grandeur of the combat of ideas that has been going
on he1·e, - to the heroic euergy, persistency, and selfreliance of a nation proving that it knows how much
dearer greatness is than mere power ; and we own that
it is IDIJ)Ossible for us to conceive the mental and
moral condition of the American who does not feei
his spirit braced and heightened by being even a
.spectator of such qualities and achievements. That a
steady purpose and a definite aim have been given to
the jarring forces which, at the beginning of the war,
spent themselves in the discussion of schemes which
could only become operative, if at all, after the war
was over; that a popular excitement has been slowly
intensified into an earnest national will; that a somewhat impracticable moral sentiment ]1as been made
the unconscious instrument of a practical moral end;
that the treason of covert enemies, the jealousy of
rivals, the unwise zeal of friends, have been made not
only useless for mischief, but even useful for good ;
that the conscientious sensitiveness of England to the
horrors of civil conflict has been prevented from complicating a domestic with a foreign war ; - all these
results, any one of which might suffice to prove greatness iu a mler, have been mainly due to the good
sense, tl1e good-humor, the sagacity, tl1e large-minded·
ness, and the unselfish honesty of tl1e unknown mau
whom a blind fortune, as it seemed, had lifted from
the crowd to the most dange1·oqs 11,11d ititficult eminence
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It is by presence of mind in
unt1·ied emergencies that the native metal of a man is
teste<l; it is by the sagacity to sc-e, and the fearless
honesty to admit, whatever of truth there may be in
nn adverse opinion, in or1le1· more convincing!y to
i3xpose tho fallacy that lurks behind it. that a reasoner
at length gains for his mere statement of a fact the
force of argument ; it is by a. wise forecast wl1ioh
allows hoRtile combinations to go so far as by the inevitable 1·ca.ction to become clements of bis own power,
that a politician proves his genius for state-craft; and
CRpccia.Ily it is by so gently guiding public sentiment
that he seems to follow it, by so yielding doubtful
points that he can be firm without seeming obstinate
in essential ones, aml thus ~ain tho a<lvantages of com•
promise without the weakness of concession ; by so in.
stinctivcly comprehending the temper and prejudices
of a. pcoplo as to make them gra<lnally conscious of
the superior wis<lom of his freedom from temper and
pnijuclice, - it is by qualities such as these that a
magistrate shows himself worthy to be chief in a.
commonwealth of freemen. And it is for qualities
such as thei,c that we firmly believe History will rank
Mr. Lincoln among the most prudent of statesmen
ancl the most successful of rulers. If we wish to
appreciate him, we have only to conceive the ine,·itable chaos in which we should now he weltering, had
a weak man or an unwise one been chosen in bis
stead.
"Bare is hac!t," says the Norse pi-overb, "without
brother behind it"; and this is, by analogy, true of
an elective magistracy. The hereditary ruler in any
critical emergency may reckon on the inexhaustible
resow·ces of prestige, of sentiment, of superstition, of
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dependent interest, w bile the new man must slowly
and painfully c1·eate aJl these out of the u,nvilling
material arnund him, by superiol'ity of charactei·, by
patient singleness of purpose, by sagacious presenti•
ment of popular tendencies and instinctive sympathy
with the national characte1·. Mr. Lincoln's task was
,one of peculiar and exceptional clifficulty. Long
babit had accustomed the American people to the
notion of a party in power, and of a P1·esident as its
creature and organ, while the more vital fact, that the
executive for the time being represents the abstract
idea of government as a permanent principle superior
to all party and all private inte1·est, had gradually
become unfamiliar. .i'hey had so long seen the public policy more or less directed by views of party, and
often even of personal advantage, as to be ready t.o suspect tb motives of a chief magistrate compeJled, for
the fh-st time in our history, to feel himself the hcacl
and l,aucl of a great nation, and to act upon the fnncl::uneutal maxim, laid down by all publicists, that the
:ih·st <luty of a govemmcnt is to defend and mainktin
its <.,wn existence. Accordingly, a poweiful weapon
ireemed t.o be put into the hands of the opposition by
t.he necessity under which the administration founcl
hself of applying this old truth to n'ew relations. Nor
c;arer'3 the opposition bis only nor his most dangerous
.)pponents.
The Republicans had carried the country npon an
issue in which ethics were more directly and visibly
roi~gled with politics than usual. Their leaders were
trained to a method of oratory which relied for its efiect rather on the moral sense than the understanding.
Their arguments were drawn, not so mLwh from experi,
~nee as from general prinriples of right and wrong,
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When the war came, their system continued to be applicable and effective, for here again the reason of tl1a
people was to be reached and kindled through their
sentiments. It was oue of those pe1·iocls of excitement,
gathering, contagious, universal, which, while they
last, exalt and clarify the mind.., of men, giving to the
mere words country, human riglits, democracy, a.
meaning and a force beyond that of sober and logical
MLuinent. They were convictions, maintained and defended by the supreme logic of passion. That penetrating fire ran in and roused those primary instincts
th2t make their lair in the dens and caverns of the
mind. What is called the great popula1· beart was
awakened, that indefinable something which may be,
according to circumstances, the highest reason or the
most brutish unreason. But enthusiasm, once cold,
can never be warmed over into anything better than
cant, - and phrases, when once the inspiration that
filled them with beneficent 1>ower has ebbed away,
retain only that semblance of meaning which enables
them to supplant reason in hasty minds. Arnoug the
lessons taught by the French Revolution there is none
sadder or more stl'iking than this, that you m3y make
everything else o!lt oi the passions of men except a
political system that will work, and that there is nothing so pitilessly and unconsciously cruel as sincerity
formulated into dogma. It is always demoralizing t,c
extend the domain of sentiment over questions where
it has no legitimate jurisdiction ; and perhaps the severest strain upon Mr. Lincoln was in resisting a tendency of his own supporters which chimed with his
own private desires while wholly oppose<l to his convictions of what would he wise policy.
The change which three yen.rs have broug-ht about
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is too remarkable to be passed over without comments
too weighty in its lesson not to be la,id to heart.
Never did a PresidenL enter upon office with less
means at his command, outside his own strength of
heart and steadiness of understanding, £or inspiring
confidence in the people, and so winning it for himself,
than Mr. Lincoln. All that was lrnown of him waa
that he was a good stump-speaker, nominated for hm
availability, - that is, because be had no history,-~
and chosen by a party with whose ~ore extreme opinions he was not in sympathy. It might well be feared
that a man past fifty, against whom the ingenuity of
hostile partisans could rake up no accusation, must be
tacking in manliness of character, in decision of principle, in strength of will; that a man who was at best
only the representative of a party, and who yet did
not fairly 1·epresent eve.i that, would fail of political,
much more of popular, support. And certainly no
0110 ever entered upon office with so few resources o{
power in the past, and so many rJlaterials of weakness
in the present, as Mr. Lincoln. Even in that half of
the Union which acknowledged him as President,
there was a large, and at that time dangerons minority, that hardly admitted his claim to the office, and
even in the party that electerl him there was also a
large minority that suspected him of being secretly a
!Communicant with the church of Laoclieea.1 AH tl:-at
he dicl was sure to be virnlently attacked as ultra by
one si.de ; all that he left undone, to be ,tigmatized as
proof of lukewarmness and backsliding by the other.
Meanwhile he was to carry on a truly colossal wat b.v
means of both ; he was to diReugage the c•o1111tt-y fron:.
diplomatic entang-lemeuts of uuprececlentecl peril un1

Seo the Book <?( Revelation, chapter 3, vel"Sll 15,
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disturbed by the help or the hinderance of either, and
to win from the crowning dangers of his administration, in the confidence of the people, the means of his
safety an<l their own. He has contrived to <lo it, and
pe1·haps none of our Presidents since \Vashington has
stood so firm in the confidence of the people as ha
does after three years of stormy administmtion.
Mr. Lincoln's policy was a tentative one, and
rightly so. Ile laid down no programme which must
compel him to be either inconsistent or unwise, no
cast-iron theorem to which circumstances must be
fitted as they rose, or else be useless to his ends. He
seemed to have chosen Mazarin's motto, Le temps et
moi.1 The moi, to be sure, was not very prominent
u.t first ; but it has grown more and more so, till the
world is beginning to be persua<.1cd that it stands for a
character of marked individualit) and capacity £or affairs. Time was his prime-minister, and, we began to
think, at one period, his geneml-in-chief also. At first
Iv~ was so slow that he tired out all those who sec no
evidence of progress but in blowing up the engine;
then he was so fast, that he took the breath away from
those who think there is no getting on safely while
there is a spark of fire under the boilers. Goel is the
. only being who has time enough; but a prudent man,
who knows how to seize occasion, can commonly make
1
a shift to find as much as he needs. :Mr. Lincoln, as.
it seems to us in reviewing his career, though we have'
aornetimes in our impatience thought otherwise, has
always waited, as a wise man should, till the right moment brought np all his reserves. Sempe1· nocuit d[f
ferre pamtis,2 is a sound axiom, but the reaHy effica
1 Time and I. Cardinal ~Jazarin was prime-minister of Louis XIV,
of France. 'flme, ~fantrin said. wa,.t., hi~ vrinte-n1inister.
w It is always bad for those who a.re r<'a.,.ly to put olf action.
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cions man will also be sure to know when he is not
:-eady, and be firm against all persuasion and reproach
till he is.
One would be apt to think, from some of the criticisms made on Mr. Lincoln's course by those who
mainly agree with him in principle, that the chief object of a statesman should be rather to proclaim his
adhesion to certain doctrines, than to achieve their
triumph by quietly accomplishing his ends. In our
opinion, there is no more unsafe politician than a conscientiously rigid doctrinaire, nothing more sure to
end in disaster than a theoretic scheme of policy that
admits of no pliability for contingencies. True, there
is a popular image of an impossible He, in whose plastic hands the submissive despinies of mankind become
as wax, and to whose commanding necessity the toughest facts yield with the graceful pliancy of fiction ; but
in real life we commonly find that the men who control circumstances, as it is called, are those who have
learned to allow for the influence of their eddies, and
h:we the nerve to turn them to account at the happy
instant. Mr. Lincoln's perilous task has been to carry
a rather shaky raft through the rapids, making fast
the unrulier logs as he could snatch opportunity, and
the country is to be congratulated that he did not
think it his duty to run strnight at all hazards, bnt
cautiously to assure himself with his settiug-pole where
the main ,mrrent was, and keep steadily to that. Ile
is still in wild water, but we have faith that his skill
and sureness of eye will bring him out right at last.
A c1,1·ious, and, as we think, not inapt parallel,
might be drawn between Mr. Lincoln and one of the
most striking figures in modern history, - Henry IV.
~f France. The career of the latter may be more pie•
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turcsque, as th:it of a (bring captain alwayli is; but in
all it:; vicissitudes there is uothin~ more ro11uutic thau
that smhlen change, as hy a rnb of .'\laddin's lamp,
from the attorney's offi<·e in a cou11try town of Illinois
to the helm of a, great u:itiou in ti111es like the~e. 'l'Le
analo~y between the characters and circm·1stancm: of
the two men is in many rc;;pects singularly closL
Sm•c•ectliug to a rebellion rathcL· than a. crnwn, lfon ..y'c
chief material tlcpcmlence was the IIugneuot party_
who,;c tloett-incs sat upon him with a looseness distasteful certainly, if noL suspicious, to the more fan:itieal among them. King- only in name over the greater
part of France, and with his capital baned against
l:11111, it yet gl':tclually became cleat· to the more far-seeing- even of the Catholic party that he was the only
centre of or1lcr aucl lc~itimate authority ro1111d whi1·h
:F1-am•e could reorganize itself. While p1yal'hers who
held the divine right of kings made the churclws of
l'ari~ ring with declamations in favor of democr:wy
rather than snbmit to the heretic dog of a. B6amois/
- mm:h as our .~oi-dis11nt Democrats have lately becrl.
preaching tho di vine right of slave ..y, ancl denouncing
tl1e heresies of the Dl•cl:1.ration of lntll'}Wll\lence, Henry bore both pa1-tiPs in hand till he was C'OnvirH ec1
that only one com·se of :wtion coul<l possibly comhi110
his own interests and those of France. l\Icanwhilo
the Protestants believecl somewliat doubtfully that ho
was theirs, the Catholics hoped liomewhat doubtfully
that he wouM be their~. and Henry himself turned
asi1le remonstrance, acl vil•e, ancl curio,;ity alike with a.
je1,t 01· a provl'rh (if a little l1i9l1, be like<l them nons
the worse), joking c•ont.inually as his manner was.
0

l O,u, of Ileurv·~ titl~s '"'" l'riucu or Bcarn, that being tho old
provinuo of Fruncu from which hu camo.
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W c have seen Mt•, Lincoln contemptuously compared
to Sanl'ho Panza Ly persons iuca,pablc of appreciating
one of the deepest pieces of wisdom in the pl'ofountll'st
rom:rnec ever wl'ittcn; namely, that, while Don Q11iJ1:nte was incompar:ible in theoretic and ideal statesmat..1.ihip, .-3:rncho, with his sto<'k of p;·o,·ct·Ls, the ready
mcuuy of human cxpe1·ic1h·t•. made tlw hest po~siLla
practical~ornruor. Ileury I\'. was as full of wise saws

aml modern instances as ~fr. Lincoln, but beneath all
this was the thoughtful, prnctical, hmuane, and Lhoruuf;hly earnest man, around whom the fragments of
.F1·a11ce were to gather thcmsch·es till she took heL·
place again as a planet of the first magnitude in tho
Eul'opcan systPm. Ju 0110 respect Mr. Lincoln was
mol'c fortunate tlrnn Henry. I lowever some may think
him ,,-:mting in zeal, the most fanatical can find no
taint of nposta~y in any measure of his, nor can the
mo.,t Litter ch:U'gc him with being influenced by motives of personal interest. ThP leading distinction l>o•
tween the policies of the two is one of cit-cumstances.
Ile•1ry went over to the nation ; Mr. Lincoln has stca.clily drawn the nation over to him. Ono left a m1itc•d
Fr.11wo ; the other, we hope ancl beli••vo, will le:tvo a
reuuite1l America. \Ve leave our rcad1•rs to trace tho
furthN· points of difference all(l 1·csemhlance for them~
Belve~, merely suggesting a ~cneral similarity which
ba~ often occnrrccl to us. One only point of mclan,
r.holy interest "o will allow ourselves to touch upon.
That :\{r. Lincoln is uot harnlsome nor elegant, we,
learn from certain Eng-lish tonl'ists who would consid1;1'
similar revelatiorn~ in re~:11'(1 to Qneen Victoriti. as
thoroughly Amcri1•nn in thci1· want of l:i1·11.~hmre. It
fa no r•onl.'ern of ours, nor clo1•s it affect his fitnes;i for
the high place he so worthily occupies; but he iij
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eertainly M fortunate a~ lTrnry in the mattrr of goon
looks, if we may trust co11tcmpol':11·y e\'idt>nce. ;\Jr.
Lincoln has also been rcp1·oach<Jtl with .\mPl'i<':misrn
by some not unfriendly British Cl'itics; hut, with all
d.!fc1·ence, we cannot say that we like him any the
wm·se for it, or seo in it any reason why he shoull
'govern A111e1·icans the less wisely.
People of more sensitive org:mizations may b€
~hocked, but wti aro glad that in this om trne w:u of
indepen<lenc·e, which is to freo ns fol'over from the Oki
1\'otl<l, we have had at tlw head of our affairs a man
whom America made, as God ma.(lo Aclam, ont of the
Vcl'y earth, unanccstriecl, 1111pri vilrgecl, 1111known, to
show us how much tmtb, how much magnanimity, an«l
f10w much statecraft await the call of opportunity in
simple manhood when it believes in the justice of God
an<l the worth of man. Conventionalities arc all ve1·y
well in their proper place, but they Hhl'ivel at the to1wh
of nature like stubble in the fil'e. The g-cnius that
sways n. nation by its arbitt-ary will seems less aug-ust
to 11s than that whieh multiplies and reinforces itself in
t11c instin<'ts and comictions of an entire people. AuU>Cm<'~· may ham something in it more nw~oclramatic
than this, but falls far short of it in hunrnn value au~
iutC'rcst.
Experit>nl'<' would have hrod in 11,, !t root«'d distrm;•,
of inip1·oviimcl stat«'smanship, even if we did not believe
F<>liti(•s to be a sci1•11ce, which, if it cannot always co111
mancl men of speeial aptitude ancl great powers, at
least demands the long ancl steady application of thf\
bc-st powPrs of such 111cn as it can eomman<l to masto,'
even its first principles. It is curious, that, in a. country which honsts ol its intc•llig-encc the theory should
be so generally hchl that the most complicated of
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human contrivances, a.ncl one which every day be,
comes more complicated, can be worked at sight by
any man able to talk for an hour or two without stop•
pi!lg to think.
:Mr. Lincoln is sometimes claimed as an example of
a reacly-m:ulc rul01·. But no case co11l(l well be less in
point ; for, besides that he was a man of such fair.
mindedness as is always the raw material of wisdom,
he had in his 1wofessio11 a training precisely the opposite of that to which a partisan is subjected. His ex•
perience as a lawyer compelled him not only to see
that there is a principle underlying every phenomenon
in human affairs, but that there are always two sidlcls
to every question, both of which must be folly understood in order to understand either, and that it is of
greater allvantage to an advocate to appreciate tho
strength than the weakness of his antagonist's position.
Nothing is more remarkable than the unerring tact with
which, in his debate with Mr. Douglas, ho went straight
to the reason of the question ; nor luwe we evet' had a
more striking lesson in political tactics than the fact,
that opposed to a man exceptionally adroit in ui:;ing
popular prejudice and bigotry to his purpose, exceptionally unscrupulous in appealing to those baser motives
\that turn a meeting of citizens into a mob of barba,.
rians, he should yet haV"e won his ease before a jury of
the people. Mr. Lincoln was as far as possible from
an impromptu politician. His wisdom was made up of
a knowledge of things as well as of men ; his sagacity
resulted from a clear perception and honest acknowledgment of difficulties, which ena.bled him to see that
the only durable triumph of political opinion is based,
not on any abstract right, but upon so much of justice,
the highest attainable at any given moment in human
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affaii-s, as may be Juul in the balance of mutual concess1on. Doubtless he had an ideal, but it was the ideal
of a practical statesman, - to aim at the best, and t,o
take the next best, if lie is lucky enough to g-et even
that. His :-low, but singula,rly masciiliuc, intelligence
·!;aught him that precedent is only another name fo?
embodied experience, and that it counts for even more
in the guidauce of communities of men than in that of
the individual life. He was not a man who held it
goocl public economy to pull down on the mere chance
of rebuilding better. Mr. Lincoln's faith in God was
qualified by a very well-founded distmst of the wisdom
of man. Perhaps it was his want of self-confidcnctt
that more than anything else won him the unlimited
confidence of the people, for they felt that there would
be no need of retreat from any posithn he bad deliberately taken. The cautious, but steady, advance of
his policy during the war was like that of a, Roman
army. He left behincl him a firm road on which public confidence coul<l follow; be took America with him
wl1ero he went; what he gained he occupied, nnd his
arlvanced posts became colonies. The very homeliness
of his genius was its distinction. His kingship was
comipicuons by its workday homespun. Never was
ruler so absolute as he, nor so little conscious of it; ,
for he was the incarnate common-sense of the people.
With all that tenderness of nature whose sweet sadness
touched whoever saw him with son,ething of its own
pathos, there was no trace of sentimentalism in his
speech or action. He seems to have had but one rule
of conduct, always that of practical and successful pol•
itics, to let himself be guided hy events, when they
were sure to bring him out where he wishecl to go,
though by what seemed to •npractical minds, whieh
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let go the possible to grasp at the desirable, a longer
roacl.
Undoubtedly the l1igl1est function of statrsmanship
is by degrees to accommodate the conduct of connnu.
nities to ethical laws, and to subordinate the conflict,ing self-interests of the day to higher and more .permanent conccms. But it is on the understamliug, and
not on the sentiment, of a nation that all safe legisla,...
tion must be based. Voltafre's saying, tlrnt "a consid.
eration of petty circumstances is the tomb of great
things," 1mty be true of mdivi<lual men, but it cer•
t3inly ii; not tme of governments. It is by a multi•
tu<le of such cousidemtions, each in itself trifling, but
all togetbe1· weighty, that the framers of policy can
qlone divine what is p1·acticable and therefore wise.
lbe imputation of inconsistency is one to whicl1 every
sound politician and every llOnest thh1ker must sooner
or late1· subject himself. The foolish and the dead
alone never change their opinion. The course of a
great statesman resembles that of 11avigable rivers,
avoiding immovable obstacles with noble bends of C'OD•
cession. seeking the broad levels of opinion on which
men soonest settle and longest dwell, following aud
marki,1g the almost imperceptible slopes of national
tendency, yet always aiming at direct advances, always
recruited from sources nearer heaven, aud sometimes
,bursting open paths of progress and fruitful human com
, merce through what seem the eternal barriers of both
It is loyalty to great ends, even though forced to com,.
hine the small and opposing motives of selfish men tc
accomplish them ; it is the anchored cling to solid p1 inciples of duty and action, which knows how to swing
with the tide, but is never carried awn,y by it,- that
we demand in publi0 men, and not sameness of policy,
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or a <.:onscientious persistency in what is impracticable.
Fol' the impracticable, however theoretically enticing,
is always politically unwise, sound statesmanship being
the application of that prudence to the public business
which is the safest guide in that of private men.
No doubt slavery was the most delicate and embar-rassing question with which Mr. Lincoln was calle<l
on to deal, and it was one which no mau iu his posi
tion, whatever his opinions, could evade; for, though
he might withstaud the clamor of partisans, he must
sooner or later yield to the persistent importuuacy of
circumstances, which thrust the problem upon him at
t>very turn and in every shape.
It has been brought against us as an accusation
abroad, a1\d repeatecl here by people who measure their
country rather by what is thought of it than by what
it is, that our war has not been distinctly and avowetlly for the extinction of shvery, but a w,tr rather for
the preservation of om· national power at11l greatness,
in which the emancipation of the negro has been forced
upon us by circumstances and accepted. as a necessity.
We are very far from denying this; nay, we admit
that it is so far true that we were slow to renounce our
constitutional obligations even toward those who had
absolved us by their own act from the letter ot our
duty.
e are speaking of the government which, le,.
gally installecl for the whole country, was. bound, so
long as it was possible, not to overstep the limits of
orderly prescription, and could not, without abnega,. ·
ting its own very nature, take the lead in making rebellion an excuse for revolution. There were, no clou bt,
many a1·clent ancl sincere persons who seemed to think
this as simple a thing to do as to lead off a Virginia
reel. They forgot, what shoulu be forgotten least of
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all in a system like ours, that the administratio11 fot
the time being represents not onlJ the majo1·ity wbicb
elects it. but the minlirity as well,- a minority in this
case powerful, and so little ready for emancip,ttion
that it was opposed even to war. Mr. Lincoln ha<l 10t
bei.:n chosen as general agent of an anti-slavery society1
but Pi:esident of the United States, to perform certain
functions exactly defined by law. \Vhatevcr were hi&
wishes, it was no less duty than policy to mark out for
himself a line of action that would not further distract
the cou11t1'y, by raising before their time questions
which plttiuly would soon enough compel attention,
aoa fo1, which every <lay was making the answer more
easy.
Meanwhile he must solve the riddle of this new
Sphinx, or be devoured. Though Mt'. Lincoln's policy
in this critical affair has not been such ttS to satisfy
those who demand an heroic treatment for even the
most trifling occasion, and who will not cut their coat
according to their cloth, unless they can borrow the
scissors of Atropos,1 it has been at lea!t not unworthy
of the long-headed king of Ithaca.2 Mr. Lincoln had
the choice of Bassanio 3 offered him. Whieh o± the
th~·ee caskets helrl the prize that was to redeem the
fortunes of the country '? There was the golden one
whose showy speciousness might have tempted a vam
, l!Dan; the silver of comprrtmise, which might have de
I cided the choice of a merely acute one ; and th0
leaden, - dull and homely-looking, as prudence always is, - yet with something about it sure to attract
the eye of practical wisdom. Mr. Lincoln dallied
0

1 One of U1e three Fate~.

2

11

Ody-us, or Ulysses, tho

}1ero

of Homer's Odyssey.

See Shakellpeare'~ Merdla,u <if Venice.

'LOWELL'S ESSAY.

21

with his decision perhaps longer than. seemed needfui
to those on whom its awful responsibility was not to
rest, but when he made it, it was worthy of his eaut1ous l,ut sure-footed un<lerstaading. The moral of
the Sphinx-riddle, and it is a deep one, lies in the
c,hildish simplicity of the solution. Those who fail in
euessing it, fail beca,:se they are over-ingenious, and
:cast about for an answer that shall suit their own notion of the gravity of the occasion and of their own
dignity, rather than the occasiou itself.
1n a matter which must be finally settled by public
opinion, ancl in regard to which the ferment of prejudice and passion ou both sides has not yet sub.'ii<lcd to
that equilibrium of compromise from which alone a
sound public opinion can result, it is proper enough
for the private citizen to press his own convictions
with all 1~ossible force of argument and persuasion ;
but tbo popular magistrate, whose judgment must booome action, and whose action involves the whole
eonntry, is bound to wait till tho sentiment of the
people is so far advanced toward his own point of
view, that what he does shall find support in it, instead of merely confusing it with new elements of div1s1011. It was not unnatural that men earnestly
'devoted to the saving of their country, and profoundly
convinced that slavery was its only real enemy, should
demand a decided policy round which all patriotsi
'might rally, - ancl this might have been the wiso.-;t
C-Ourse for an absolute ruler. But in the then unsettled state of the public mi1!_d, with a large party decrying· even resistance to tho slaveholders' rebellion as
not only unwise, hnt even unlawfol; with a majority,
perhaps, even of the would-be loyal so lt>ng ace us•
tomed to regard the Constitution as a deed oi g1fs
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conve);ng to the South their own judgment a.'I to pol
icy and instinct as to right, that they were in doubt at
first wlwther their loyalty wel'c clue to the country or
to s!M•ery ; and with a respectable body of honest and
influential men who still believed in the possibility of
conciliation, - Mr. Linooln judged wisely, that, in
laying down a policy in deference to one party, he
should be giving to tho other the very fulcrum for
which their disloyalty l1acl been waiting.
It buhoovecl a clear-headed man in his position not
to yield so far to an honest indignation against the
brokers of tre::t.'-On in tho North as to loi1c sight of the
materials for misleading which were their lltock in
trade, and to forget that it is not tho fabehood of
aophistry which is to bo feared, but the grain of tmth
mingled with it to make it specious, - that it is not
the knavery of the leaders so much as the honesty of
the followers they may seduce, that gives them power
for evil. It was especially his cluty to clo nothing
which might help the people to forget tl1e true causo
of tho war in fruitless disputes abuut its inevitable
conseq ucnces.
The doctrine of State right,; can he ao 1tanc11ed by
an adroit demagogue as easily to confound the distinct ion between liberty aud lawlessness in tht> miu<ls of
i1-,rnorant persons, accustomed always to be• influenced
hy the sound of certain words, rather th:m to reflect
upon the principles which give them meaning. For,
though Secession invokes tho manifest ahsunlity of
denying to a Statn tho right of making war against any
fm·••i~n power while permitting it against the P11itcd
St.1.tl's; thou~h it supposes a compact of mutnal t•on
cessions and guaranties among 8tatcs without any m·
biter in case of dissension; though it contradit·t.-. cu~
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mon-sense in r.ssuming that the men who frnmed out
go\'ernwent <licl not know what they meant when thoy
embstituted Union for Confc<leration; though it falsifies histo1·y, which shows that the maiu opposition to
the adoption of the Constitution was based on the ar•
gnmeut tlmt it clid not allow tl:at independence in thEl
several States which rtlone would justify them in seceding; - yet, as slavc1-y was universally admitted to ho
a rcoorved 1·ight, an inference could be drawn from.
any direct attack upon it (though only in self-defence)
to a. natural right of resistance, logical enough to sat•
isfy minds untrained to detect falla<•y, as the majority
of mPn alwnys arc, and now too much disturbed hy
the <lisorder of the times, to consider that the order
of events hn<I any lt•gitimato bearing on the argument.
Though :\fr. Lincoln was too saga!'ious to give tho
N01·thcrn allies of the Hebcls the occasion thry desired
anti even strove to 1n·ovoke, yet from the beginning of
the war tho most persi,tent efforts have been m:ule to
roufnse the pnblic mind as t.o its 01·igin and moti"cs,
and to ch·ag the people of tlw loyal 8tates down from
the national position ther had insti1l<'tively taken to
the old level of party sqn:thhles and a11tipnthit•s. The
wholly unprovoked rebellion of an olig·archy proclaim.
fog negro sl:wery the corner-stone of free iu-;titution~
an<l in the first flush of o,·er-hasty t•onfidt>nc•c ventnt•
1ng to parndc the logical !;c,quenc•o of their len<ling
dog-ma, •• that sbvrry is right in principle, ancl hae
nothing to do with difference of complexion," has
been represented as a legitimate :mcl gallant attempt
t'> maintain the true principles of clcmocr:wy. The
rightful cn<l<':Wor of an estahlishc<l govcmrnent, the
\cast onerous that ever existed, to defend itself againq~
a tr-eacherous attack on its very existence, has beeu
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cunn:.ngly made to seem the wicked effort of a fanati
cal clique to force its <loctl'incs Qll an oppressed popnfation.
J<~ven so long ago as when Mr. Lincoln, not yet con,
riueed of the <!auger and magnitmll· of the cl'isii-1, was
endcavni-iug to persuade himself of Uuion majorities at
the South, and to cal'ry ou a wm· that was l1alf peace
lll !.he hopt: of a peact• that would ham been all war, while he was i;till enforcing the Fugitive Slave Law,
umlcr some theory that Secession, however it might.
abmlvo Statm; from thoir obligations, could not cs-,
chl•at them of. their claims under the Constitution, anJ
that slaveholders in rebellion had alone among mortals
the privih·ge of having thci1· cake and eating it at the
same ti111••• - the cncmieH of free g0Yeru111cnt were
striving to persuade the people that tho war was an
Abolition crusade. To rchc•l without reason was proclaimed as one c:!: the rights of man, wl1ile it was carefully kl•pt out of sight t!Jat to supp1·ess n·bellion is tho
first duty of g-over11111e11t. All the evils t.lmt lmve
come upon tl1c l'Ounll'y have Ul'CII attrilmtl'tl to the
A bolitio11ists, Lhoug-h it is ltar<l t.o sec how any party
can become pt:rmaucntly 11owc1·fol cxct•pt in one 0£
two ways, - either hy the greater truth of its principles, or the extravagance of the party opposed to it.
fancr the ship of state, riding- !'lafo at her l'Onstik
tional moorings, suddenly engulfed by ii huge kraken
of Abolitionism, rising from uulmuwn clcptl1s and
grasping- it with slimy tcnt:wles, ii-1 to look at tl1e natural history of the matter with the (•yes of Pontoppid:m.1 To believe that the k:ulcrs in the R(lntlH'l'll
trc:1son fr:lre<l any danger from Abolitionis111, would
be to deny them ol'rlinary intellig-cnce, though there:
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ean be little doubt that they made U3e of it to stir the
passions and excite the fears of their deluded accomplices. They rebelled, not because they thought slavery weak, but because they believed it stl·ong enough,
not to overthrow the govemment, but to get possession of it; for it becomes daily clearer that they used
rebellion only as a means of revolution, and if they
got revolution, though not in the shape they looked
for, is the American people to save them from its consequences at the cost of its own existence'? The election of Mr. Lincoln, which it was clearly in their
power to prevent had. they wished, was the occasion
merely, and not the cause, of tbir revolt. .Abolition.
ism, till within a year or two, was the despised heresy
of a few earnest persons, without political weight
enough to cany the election of a parish constable ;
and their cardinal principle was disunion, because
they were couvinced that withiu the Union the position of slavery was impregnable. In spite oE the
)_:)l'ovcrb, great effects do not follow from small causes,
- that is, tlisproportiouatcly small, - but from atlequate cauiies acting under certain required conditions.
To contrast the size of the oak with that of the parent
acom, as if the poor s~ccl had paid all costs from its
slender strong-box, may serve for a chiltl's wonder;
but the n•:tl miracle lies in that divine league which·
bound all the forces of nature to the service of the
tiny germ in fulfilling its destiny. Everything lms
been at work for the past t<'n years in the cause of
anti.slavery, but Garrison and Phillips have been far
less successful propag·aucliiits than the slavchol1lers
themselves, with the constantly g-rowing- arroganre of
their pretensions anrl encroachments. They have
forced the question upon the attention of every voter
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in the Free States, by defiantly putting freedom and
tlcmocracy on the dcfensi ve. But, even afte1· the
K:msas outrages, there was 110 wi(le-spl'ead desire or
the part of the North to commit aggressions, thougl
there was a growing determination to resist them.
The popular unanirnity in favor of the war three year£
ago was but in sJUall measure the result of anti-slPvery
sentiment, far less of any zeal £or abolition. But
every month of the war, every movement of the al.lien
of slavery iu the .Free States, has been making Aboli..
tiouists by the thousand. The masses of any people,
however intelligent, arc very little moved by aLstmct
principles of hmmmity and justice, until those principles arc interpreted £or them by the stinging commentary of some infringement upon their own rights,
and then their instincts and passions, once arouscu,
<lo indeed derive an in calculable reinforcement of
impulse and intimsity from those higher ideas, those
sublime trnditions, which have no motive po1:tieal
fo1·ce till they are allied with a sense of immediate
personal wrong or immb1cnt peril. Then at last the
~tars in their courses begin to figl1t against Sisera.
Had any one dou'Jtcd before that the rights of human
nature are unitary, that oppression is of one hue the
world over, no matter what the color of the oppressed,
- had any one foilc<l to sec what the real essence o!'
the contest was, - the efforts of the advocates ot slav-•
ery among ourselves to throw discredit upon the fun,
damental axioms of the DeC'ln.ration of I ndependence;
and the radical doctrines of Cbristi::m ity, coulcl not
fail to sl1arpc11 his eyes.
Yfhile every clay was bringing the people nearer to
the ro11rlusion which all thiuking men saw to he iuev,
itaLle from the beginning, it was wise in Mr. Lincoln
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to leave the shaping of his policy to events. In this
country, where the rongh and reacly understanding of
the people is sure at last to be the controlling power,
a profound common-sense is the best genius for statesmanship. Hitherto the wisdom of the President's
measm·es has been justifiecl by the fact that they have
always resulted in more firmly uniting public opinion.
One of the things particularly admi1·able in the public
utterances of President Lincoln is a certain tone of
familiar dignity, which, while it is perhaps the most
difficult attainment of mere style, is also 110 doubtful
indication of personal character. There must l>c
something essentially noble in an elective ruler who
can descend to the level of confidential ease without
losing respect, something very manly in one who can
break through the etiquette of his conventional rank
and trust himself to the reason and intelligence of
those who have elected him. No higher compliment
was ever paid to a nation than the simple confidence,
the fireside plainness, with which 'Mr. Lincoln always
addresses himself to the reason of the American people.
This was, indeed, a true democrat, who grounded himself on the assumption that a democracy can think.
'' Come, let us reason together about this matter," hns
bc011 the tone of all his addresses to the people ; an<l
accordingly we l1ave never had a chief magistrate
'1:':·ho so won to himself the love and at the same ti!'l,e
the jntlgment of his countrymen. To us, that simple confidence of his in the right-mindedness of his
fellow-men is very touching, and its success is as strong
an argument as we have ever seen in favor of the
theory that men can govern themselves. He never appeals to any vulgar sentiment, he never alludes to
tho humbleness of his origin ; it probably never oc-
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curred to him, indeed, that there was anything higher
to start from than manhood; and he put himself 9n a
le..,·el with those he adlhesse<l, not by going down to
them, but only by taking it for granted that they had
brains and would cc111e up to a common ground of
re::tson. In an article lately 11rinted in Tlie .Nation,
Mr. Baya,l'd Taylor mentions the striking fact, tnat
in the £onlest dens ot the l!'ive Points he found the
portl'ait of Lincoln. The wretched population that
makes its hive there threw all its votes and more
against him, and yet paid this instinctive tribute to
the sweet humanity of his nature. Tbe1·e ignorance
sold its vote and took its money, but all that was left
of manhood in them recognized its saint and martyr.
1\fr. Lincoln is not in the habit of saying, "This is
my opinion, or my theory," but "This is the conch,sion to which, in my judgment, the time has come,
and to which, accordingly, the sooner we come tr..9
better for us." His policy has been the policy 0£
public opinion based on adequate discussion and on a
timely recognition of the influence of passing events
in shapiug the fe:ttures of eve11t3 to romc.
One secret of ~fr. Lincoln's rcmarkahie !'<11CN'S::l in
captivating the popular mill(l is 11ndnnhtf'11ly an unconsciousness of self which enahles him, thongh under
the necessity of constantly ueing the capital I, to do
~t without any suggestion of <>g-otism. There is ni!
single vowel which men's mouths can pronounC'e ·with
such difference of effect. That which one shall hi1le
away, as it were, behind the substance of his disnourse, or, if be hring it to the front, shall use merely
to give an agreeable accent of individuality to what
he sayR, another shall nrnke an offet:sive challenge to
the 3elf-satisfactiou of all his hearers, and an unw:u-,
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ranted intru::1ion upon each man's sense of personal
importance, initatiug every pore of his vanity, lilrn a
dry northeast wind, to a goose-flesh of opposition anrl
hostility. Mr. Lincoln has never studied Quinti,
lian; 1 but he has, in the earnest simplicity and unaffected Americanism of bi,; owu character, one art
a; oratory worth all the rest. He forgets himself so
Bntrrely in his objel!t as to g; \'e his 1 the sympatbeiic
aud persuasive effect of We with the great bccly of
his countrymen. Homely, tlispassiouatc, showing ,111
the rough-etlged process of his thought as it goes
al011g, yet arriving at bis conclusions with an honest
kind of overy-day logic, he is so eminently om representative man, that, when be speaks, it seems as if the
people were listening to their own thinking alo11d.
The dignity of his thought owes nothing to auy cere~
mouial garb of words, but to the manly movement
that comes of settled purpose and an energy of w•asou
that knows not what rhetoric means. There has been
nothing 0£ Cleon, still less of Strepsiades 2 striving to
nnuerbid him in demagogism, to be found in the puhlic utterances of Mr. Lincoln. He has always addressed the intelligence of men, never their prejudice,
their passion, ~l' their ignorance.

On the day of his deach, this simple '\Yestern attorney, who according to one party was a vulgar joker,
and whom the doctrinaires among his own supporter~
accused of wanting every elemei1t of sta.tesmana;l1ip,
was the most absolute ruler in Christendom, aml this
1 A famnns L,itin writer on the
2

Art of Oratory.

Two .ui.~uiau doruagogues, satirized by tho dramatist Arist.o-

thanes.
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solely by the h:>l<l his good-humored sagacity had }.;,id
on the hcnts and undel"staudings of his countrymen.
Not wa.-; this ail, for it appearetl that he had drawn
the great majority, not only of his fellow-citizens, but
0£ maukiu<l also, to his side. So strong and so ]JCI'•
suasive is houest tuanliness without a single quality oi
ronmnce :>r mueal sentiu,eut to help it! A civilian
duri:.1g times of the most captivating military achieve
111ent, awkward, with no skill in the lower teclmicalitics of mauncrs, he left behind him a fame beyond
that uf auy conqueror, the memory of a grace higher
than that 0£ outward pe;·son, and of a gentlemanliness
deeper than mere breeding. Never before that startled April morning dicl such maltitu<les of men shed
tears for the death of one they had never seen, as if
with him a friendly presence had been htken awa.y from
i!~eir lives, lmwing them colder and chu·ker. Never
was funeral panegyric so eloquent as the silent look of
sympathy which strange,·s exchanged when they ID'-!t
on tl!at day. Their common manhood had lost
kinsman.

1.
ABRAilAJli LINCOLN'S SPEECll
AT TUE lJEbJCATION 01, THE NA'J'IONAL CEMETERY, GETTYS
BlTlW, PENNSYLVANIA, NOV£MJlElt

19, 1863.

The grcnt battles fought at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, in July,
It was early 1>erceivcd
that the battle& were critical, and they a1·c now looked upon by
many as the turning-point of the war for the Union. The
ground where the fiercest conflict m.ge<l wa8 taken for a national
cet.1ctery, and foe dedication of the phce was made an occasion
of great solemnity. The oi-ator of the d1ty was Edward Eve1·ctt,
who wns regarded as tho most ~nishcd public speaker in the
crnntry. Mr. J<~verctt macle a long and elot1uent address, and
w11s followed by tho President in a little speech which instnntancously affected the country, whether people were educated or
unlettered, ns a grev.t speech. Tho impression created has dccpenetl with time. Ralph \Valdo Emerson in his essay ou El<>quence sa_vs : " I believe it to be true that when any orator at tho
bar or the Senato rises in his thought, be ,lesconds in his language, that is, when he rises to any height of thought or pnssiou,
he comes clown to a language level with the ear of ali his au,
dicnce. It is the merit of John Brown nnd of Abraham Lincolr
-one at Charlestown, one at Gettysburg - in the two bc5
specimens of eloquence we have had in this country."
It is worth while to listen to Mr. LinMln's own acconnt of the
eduration which preparer! him for public speaking. llcfoTe he
was nominated for the p·e~idency he hn.d attracted the notire of
people by a rcnin1•kal,le C'ontest in debate ,iith a famous Illinoir
ijtatesman, Stephen Ar11olrl Douglas. As a consequence Mr.
Lincoln 1:eceivccl a great many invitations to speak in the East
ern States, and made, nmong others, a notable speech at th~
Cooper Union, New York. Shortly after, he spoke also nt New
Haven, and the Rov. J. P. Gulliver. in a paper in the Nino Yori
1863, mao.e that spot historic ground.
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Independent, Sept. 1, 18(31-, thus reports a conversation which he
bcld with him when traveling in the same railroad cal' : "' Ah, that reminds me,' he s,tid, 'of a most cxtmorcliuary
circumstance, which occ111·rcd in Ncw Haven, the other dny.
TbP.y told me that the Professor of Rhetoric iu Yale College ,,cry lr:,rnc<l man, isn't he?' 'Yes, sh·, and n very fine critic,
too.' 'Well, I suppose so; he ought to be, at any rate-They
tolcl me tlmt he came to hear me ancl took notes of my sp~cch,
anil gave a lecture on it to his class the next day ; and, not satislicd with that, ho followed me np to Meriden tho next evening,
and heart! me again for the same purpose. Now, if this is so, it
is to my mincl very extraordinary. I have been sufficiently n~touishecl at my success in the \Vest. It has been most une-.:pected. But I bad no thought of any marke<l success at tLe East,
and lcaGt of all that I should draw out such corumcudations from
literary aad lcar11ed men I '
'''That suggests, ofr. Li11col11, an inc1uiry which has several
times been upon my lips during this conversation. I want very
inuch to know how you got this unusual power of " putting
things." It must have been a matter of education. No man
has it by nature alone. 'What has your educittion hccn ? '
" ' Well, as to education, the newspr~pers arc correct. I never
went to school more than six months in my life. But, as you
say, this must be a product of culture in some form. I have
been putting the qncstion you ask me to mysdf while you hr\\'(I
bc<'n tnlkiug. I say this, that among my eai-liest rccollectious, I
remomber how, when a mere child, I used to get ii-ritated when
anybody talked to me in a way I could not 1u1tlerstand. I don't
think I ever got angry at anything else ;n my life. But that al~
ways dis~urhed my temper, and has ever since. I can remember
going to my little bedroom, after bearing the neighbors talk of
an evening with my father, and spen<ling no small part of the
JJight walking np and down, nml trying to make oi.~ what was
foe exact meaning of some of their, to me, dark sn,yings. I could
not sle<'p, thongh I often tried to, when I got on such a hunt after ao idea, nntil I hail caught it ; and when I thought I l1ad got
it, I was not satisfit'd nut.ii I had t·epcated it over 11nd over, until
I 11nd pnt it in language plain enough, 11s I thought, for any boy
I knew to comprehend. '111is was a kind of passion witl1 me,
and it has stuck hy me, for I am never easy now, when I am
handling a thought, till I lia1·e bounde<l it north and bounded it

GE1'TYSBURG SPEECH.
~outh and bo,mdcd it east and bo11ndoo it west. Pcrbnp~ ihat
accounts for the charactcristie yo\1 obsei·ve in my speeches,
though I never J)Ut the two thi11g~ together before.'" But to tho
speech itself.

Founsconz and seven yeal'S ago, om fathers brought
tonh on this coutiuout a new nation, conceived in lib
erty, m:d dedicated to the p1·oposition that all men
are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great
civil war, testiug wl1ether that nation, Ol' any nation
so concei vcd and so dedicated, can long endure. We
are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have
come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those who hel'e gave their lives that that
nation might live. It is altogether fitting and propel'
that we i-honld do this. But in a larger sern,e we cann0t cleclicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow
this gronnd. The brave men, living and dead, who
strt1gglc<l here, 11ave consecrated it far above our poor
pcwer to a,ld or detract. The world will little note,
r.,or long; remember, what we say here, but it can never
for~~et what they did here. It is for us, the living,
mther to be dedicaterl here to the unfinishecl work
which they who fought here have thus fai· so nobly advaneed. It ii; rather for us to be here dedicated to
trie great task remaining before us, - that from these
honorecl deacl we take increai;;ecl dcvotiou to that cause.
tor which they gave the last full measure of devotion,
--that we bere htghly resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain, - !.hat this nation, under God, shl>.ll
bave a new birth of freedom, - and tl1at government
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the Mrth.
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n.
THE FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

On the 4th of March, 1861, Mr. Lincoln took the oath of
office as President of the United States, and then from the ell.Si
porLico of the C:ipiLol deli vored to an immense throng his inaugural address. llo had written it before coming to \Vashiugton, anrl had asked criticism upon it from a few prominent meu,
among them William H. Seward, who was looked upon by most
as the great Republican statesman of the day. The criticism of
these men WI\;! conside,·ed by Mr. LiJicoln, and in some instnuces
used to modify his address. The most interesting change was
due to Mr. Sewa1-d's advice that "soma words of affection, some
of calm and che01·ful confidence .,,bould be added." To make his
meaning clear, Mr. Seward drew up a. paragraph for Mr. Lincoln's use if he chose to take it. Mr. Lincoln liked tl10 thought,
but lus style differed from Mr. Seward's, and ho rewrote th6
paragraph in l1is own words. For the sake of comparison, Mr.
Seward's paragraph is given in a foot-note at the proper place.
Ile wrote full, sonorous English, Mr. Lincoln terse, nC'rvous, direct spAech, and the contrast between the two is very st1·ikiug.
FELLOW-CITIZENS OF T_HE UNITED STATES:

In

compliance with a custom as old as the Government itself, I appear before you to address you briefly, and to
take in your presence the oath prescribed by the Conetitution of the United States to be taken by the Presa..
dent "before he enters on the execution of his office."
I do not consider it necessary at present for me tc
discuss those matters o{ administration about which
there is no special anxiety or excitement.
Apprehension seems to exist among the people of
the Southern States that by the accession of a Repub.
lican Administration their property and their peace
and personal se~lirit_Y a.re to be endangered. Thera
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fias never been any reasonable cause for such arpre.

hensiou. Indeed, the most ample evidence to the contrary has all th<i while existed and been open to their
;uspcctiou. It is found in neady all thll published
speeches of him who now addresses you. I do but
quote from one of those speeches when I declare that
"I have no purpose, directly or indfrectly, to interfere
with the institution of slavery in the States where it
exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I
have 110 inclination to do so." Those who nominated
ancl elected me din so with full knowledge that I had
made this and many similar declarations, mid had
never recanted them. And, more than this, they
placed in the platform for my acceptance, and as a
law to themselves ancl to me, the clear and emphatic:\
resolution which I now read:
"Resolved, that the maintenance inviolate of the
rights of the States, and especially the right of each
State to order and control its own domestic institutions according to its own judgment exclusively, is essential to that balance of power on which the perfection and endurance of our political fabric depend, and
we denounce the lawless invasion by armed force 0£
the soil of any State or Territory, no matter under
what pretext, as among the gravest of crimes.''
I now reiterate these sentiments ; and, in doing so.
I only press upon the pnblic attention tbe most con°
(Illusive evidence of which the case is susceptible, that
the property, peace, and security of no section are to
be in any wise endangered by the now incominp; Administration. I adrl, too, that all the protection which,
eorn,istcntly with the Constitution and the laws, can
be given, will be cheerfully given to all the States
w Lieu lawfully demamle<l, for whatever cause.,..... as
c:Ueerfolly to one section, as to another.
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Thero is much controversy about tho delivering up
of fugitives from service or labor. 'l'ho clause I uow
read is as plainly written in the Coustitution as; any
other of its provisions :
"No person hold to service or labor in one State,
under tho laws thereof, escaping into another, sha11 in
consequence of any law or regulation therein, ho discharged from such service or labor, hut shall be ddiv.
ered up on claim of the party to whom snc-h service or
labor may be clue."
It is scarcely questioned that this provision was in•
tended by those who made it for the reclaiming of
what we, call fugitive slaves; and tho intention of tho
lawgiver i$ tho law. All mc•mbers of Congress swear
thoir support to the whole Constitution
to this Jlrovision as mnch as to any other. To the propo,-ition,
then, that slaves, whose cases come within the terms
of this clause, " shall be delivered up " their oaths are
unanimous. Now, if they would make tho effort in
good temper, could they not, with nearly equal nnanim.
:ty, frame and pass a law by means of which to kc<-p
good that unanimous oath'?
There is some difference of opinion whether this
clause shoulcl be enforced by national or by State aut hority ; but surely that t1iffcrenoe is not a very material one. If tlw slave is to he surl'en<lerecl, it can be
of but little consequence to him, or to others, by wl1ich
~uthority it is done. And shoulcl any one, in any
case, 1,e content that his oath shall go unkept, on a
merely unsubstantial controversy as to 7,ow it shall be
kept ?
Agitin, in any law upon this subject, ought not al!
the safeguards of liberty known in civilized arnl Im.
mane jurispru<lr.uce to be introducc<l so that a free
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man be not, in any case, surrendered as a sla'fc ? And
might it not be well at the same time to provide by
law for the enforcement of that clause in the Consti.
tution which guamntees that "the citizen of each
State shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities
of citizens in the several States" ?
I take the official oath to-day with no mental reser.
,ations and with no purpose to construe the Constitu. _
tion or laws by any hypercritical rules. A.nd while l
clo not choose now to specify particular acts of Con.
gTess as proper to be enforced, I do suggest that it
will be much safer for all, both in official and private
stations, to conform to and abide by all those acts
which stand unrepealed, than to violate any of them
trusting to find impunity in having them held to be
unconstitutional.
It is seveuty-two years since the first inauguration
of a President under our National Constitution. During that period fifteen diffe1'ent and greatly distinguished citizens have, in succession, administe-red the
Executive bmneh of the Government. They have
conducted it through many perils, and generally with
great success. Yet, with all this scope of precedent,
I now enter upon the same task for the brief constitutional term of four years, under great and peculiar>
difficulty. A disruption of the Federal Union, heretofore only menaced, is now formidably attempted.
I hold that, in contemplation of universal law, and,
1
of the Constitution, the union of these States i,, l)er•
petual. Perpetuity is implied, if not expressed, in the
fundamental law of all uational governments. It is
safe to assert that no government proper ever had a
provision in its organic law for its own termination.
Continue to execute aU the expre&s provisions of our
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National Constitution, ancl the Union will endure for.
ever- it being impossible to destroy it except by some
action not providc1l for in the insb-11111cnt itself.
Again, if the C uited ~tatcs l,e not a government
proper, but an association of States in the nature of
oontract merely, can it, as ii contract, bo 1Jeaeeably unmade by less than all the parties who made it? Vn6
party to a contract may violate i t - break it, so to
8pcak, but does it not require all to bwfully rescind
it?
Descending from these general principles, we find
the proposition that, in legal contemplation, the Union
is J>crpctual, confirmed l. the histo1·y of the Union
itself. The Union is much olcler than the Const:tution. It was formed, in fact, by the Articles of Association in 1774. It was matured anll continued hy
the Declaration of Independence in 1776. l t was
further matured, and thn faith of all the then thirteen
Stat.cs expre<:>sly plight.et! an« engaged that it shoulcJ.
be pcrpetnal, by the Articles of Confederation in 1778.
And finally, in 1787, one of the cleclarecl objects for
ordaining and establishi1)g the Constitution was, " to
form ft more pn:fect lTni,m."
But if destrndion of the e nion hy one, or hy a part
only, of the Statl's be bwfnlly possihlr, the tTnion is
less perfect than before tl1c Constitution, having lost
the vital element of perpctnity.
It follows from tliese Yiews, that no State, upcn ita
r,wn mere motion, can lawfully get out of the Union,
that 1·e:s0lve.~ and ordinance.~ to that effect are lc~ally
voi.I ; ancl that acts of violence, within any State or
States, against the authority of the l_Tnitecl States, :ire
imml'l'ectionary or revolutionary, according to circum•
!!tanccs.
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I thcrefoI"e consider that, in view of tho Constitution and the law~, the Union is unbroken; ancl zo tho
extent of IUJ ability, I shall take care, as the Constitution itself expressly enjoins upon me, that the laws of
the Union be faithfully executed in all the States.
Doing this I deem to be only a simple duty on my
part ; and I shall perform it, so far as practicable, unless my rightful masters, the American people, shall
withhold the requisite means, or in some authoritative
nurnncr direct the contrary. I tmst this will not be
x-egimlcd as a menace, but only as the cleclared pur•
pose 0£ the Union thnt it will constitutionally defend
and maintain itself.
In tloing this there needs to be no bloodshed or violence; and there shall be none, unlc1<s it be forced
upon the national authority. The power confidecl to
me will be used to hold, ot•(•upy, and po!-scss the property and places belonging to the G-ovcmmcnt, and to
collect lhc duties and imposts; hut beyond what may
be ncressat·y for these obj<•cts, there will be no inva,.
sion, no using of force against ot· among the people
anywhere. Wlwre hostility to tho United Statei;, in
any interior locality, shall he so great nncl universal
11s to prevent competent resident citizens from hol<ling
the Federal offi<•cs, thl•ro ,\ ill be no attempt to fo1·ce
obnoxious 1-1trangers ainong the people for that object.
,Vbile the strict legal right may exist in the Government to enforce the exercise of these offices, the attempt to do so would be so irritating, ancl so nearly
imprncticahle withal, tha.t I deem it better to forego
for the time the uses of such offices.
The mails, unlrss repelled, will continue to be furnished in all parts of the Fuion. So far as possible,
the people everywhere shall havo that tienso of perfect
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security which is most favorable to calm thought and
,·eflection. The course here in:dicated will be followed
unless current events and experience shall show a mod•
ifica tion or change to he proper, and in every case aud
exigency my best discretion will he exercised accord.
ing to circumstances actually existing, and with a view
and a hope of a peaceful solution of the national,
trouHes, and the 1·estoration of fratcl'llal sympathie!!
and affections.
That there are persons in one section 01· anoth<:t' who
seek to destroy the Union at all event.-,, aml are gfad
of any pretext to do it, I will neither affirm nor deny;
bu~ if th:ire be such, I need address no word to tl•cm,
To those, however, who really love the Union, may l
not speak'?
Bcfu1·c entering upon so gra,e a matter a,5 the de.
Ptrnctkn of om national fabric, with all its beuefits,
its memories, arnl its hopes, wonlcl it not Le wise to as.
certain precisely why we do it? ·will you hazard so
de&peratu a step while tl1ere is any posi.ibility that any
portion of the iJls you fly from h,ivc no real existence? \Vill you, while the certain ills you fly to are
greater than all the real ones you fly from - will you
i'isk the commission of so fearful a mistake?
All profess to be content in the Union, if all consti.,
tutional rights can be maintained. ls it true, theu.,
tlrn,t any right, plainly written in the Constitution,
has been denied? I think not. Happily the humar
mind is so constituted that no patty can reach to the
audacity of doing this. Think, if you can, of a single
instance in which a plainly written JJrovision of the
Constitution has ever been denied. If, by the mere
force of numbers, a majority shonltl deprfre a minority of any clearly \Vl'itten constitutional right. it 111ight,.
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fn a. moral point of view, justify revo]ution - certainly

would, if such right were a vital one. But such is not
our case. All the vital rights of mino1·ities and of individuals aJ"e so plainly assured to them by affirma,.
tions and negations, guarantees and prohibitions, in the
Constitution, that controversies never arise concerning
them But no organic law can ever be framed with
:a provision specifically applicable to every question
which may occur in practical administration. No fore.
sight can anticipate, nor any <locuIDent of reasonable
length contain, express provisions for all possible
4uestions. Slmll fugitives from labor be surrendered
by national or by State authority? The Constitution
does not expressly say. JJfay Congress prohibit slavery in the Territories? The Constitution does not expreasly say. 11:fnst Congress protect slavery in the
T ell'itories? Tbe Constitution does not expres3Jy say.
:From questions of this class spring all our constitu.
tionalcontroversies, and we divide upon them into majorities and minorities. If the minority will not acqui.
esce, the majority must, or the Government must cease
There ,s no other alternative; for continuing the Gov ,
ernment is acquiescence on one side or the other. If a;
minority in such case will secede ra.t her than acquiesce,
they make a precedent which in turn will divide and
min them ; for a minority of their own will secede;
from them whenever a majority refuses to be con ,
trolled by such minority. For instance, why may not
any portion of a new confederacy, a year or two heuce1
arbitra.rily secede again, precisely as portions of tb(
p1·esent U nion now claim to serede from it? All ·.vho
cherish disunion sentiments al'e now being Cllucat,,<l to
the cxar:t temper of doing this.
Is there such perfoct identity of i11te1·ests among tlie
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States to compose a new Union as to produce harmony
ouly, an<l prevent ro11owccl t:ieccssiou 1
Plainly, the central i<lea of secession is the essence
of anarchy. A majority hehl in re:;tl'aiut by constitutional cht'cks ancl limitations, and always changing
easily with deliberate changes of popular opinions and
sentiments, is tho only tme sovereign of a free p~ople.
Whoc.-er 1·ejflcts it docs, of necessity, fly to anal'chy or
to dct:ipotisw. Unaui111ity is impossible; the rule of a
ruiuo:.-ity, as a pem1aucnt arrangement, is wholly inadmissible; so that, rejecting the maj01·ity principle,
anal'chy or despotism in s0111e form is all that ii; left.
I clo not forget the position, assume<! by s0111e, that
constitutio11:tl questions are to be decitlccl by the Supl'cmc Coul't; not· do I deny that such decisions must
binding, in :tny c:tso, upon the parties to a suit, as
to the object of that suit, while they arc also cutith:d
tJ very high respect and coui;itleration iu all p:millel
ease,i by all other tkpartmcnts of the Government.
And while it is obviously possible that such decision
may be c1Tonco11,; in any gi vcn case, still the evil effect
following it, bciug limited to that particular case, with
the chance that it may be overmlcd, and 11evcr be-ccm~ -i prccc1lent for other ca8es, can bette1· be boruo
tha11 could the evils of a different pr:wticE:. At the
same tinH\ the candid citizen must ronfoss that if the
poli{'y of tho Govemmcnt, upon vital qne!;tions affecting the whole people, is to be irrevocably fixed by decisions of the 8upl'cme Court, tho instant they aro
math in ordinary litigation between pal'ties in person:il artions, the people will have ceased to be their
"'''11 rulcrH, ha ,,i ng to that extent practically resigned
t-;wi-r govt•rnmcnt into the hands of that eminent tribu.
p·,tl. :No1· is there in this view any assault upon the

THE FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

49

court or the judges. It is a cluty from which they
may not shrink to decide cases properly brought be-

fore them, and it is no fault of theirs if others seek to
turn their decisions to political purposes.
One section of our country believes Slavery is right,
and ought to be extended, while the other believes it
is wr-ong, and ought not to be extended. This is th€:
only snbscantial dispute. The fugitive-slave clause of
the Constitution, and the law for the suppression of the,
foreign slave-trade, are each as well enforced, perhaps,
as any law can ever be in a community where tho moral
sense of the people imperfectly supports tho law itself,
The great body of the peopie abide by the d1·y legal
obligation in both cases, and a few break ove1· in each.
This, I think, cannot be perfectly cured ; and it would.
be worse in both cases aftei· the separation of the section:;, than before. The foreign slave-trade, now imperfectly suppressed, would be ultimately revived with~
out restriction in one section; while fugiti ,re slaves,
now only partially sut·rendered, wuuld not be snrren<lered at all by the other.
Physically speaking, we cannot separate. We cannot remove our rnspective sections from each other,
nor build an impassable wall between them. A hus-. ,
band and wife may be divorced, and go out of the
\)resence and beyond the reach of each other; but the
lliffcrent parts of our country cannot do this. They
cannot but remain face to face, and intercourse, cithelamicable or hostile, must continue between them. ls
it possible, then, to make that intercourse more advantageous or more satisfactory after separation than
b~foi·e ? Can aliens make treaties easier than friends
can make laws? Can treaties be more faithfully en•
torccd between alieus than 111.ws can among friends 1
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Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight always; and
when, after much loss 011 both sides, and 110 gain on
either, you cease fighting, the identical ol<l questions
as to terms of intel'course ai-e again upon yon.
This co..i.ntry, with its institutions, belongs to the
people who inhabit it. ·whenever they shall grow
weary of the existing Government they can exercise
their constitutional right of amending it, or their n"L'·
r;lutionary right to dismember 01· overthrow it. I
cannot be ignorant of tlie fact that many worthy and
patriotic citizens are desirous of having the National
Constitntion amernled. "While I make no recommendation of amendmeJ1.ts, I fully recognize the l'ightful authority of the people over the whole subject, to be exercised in either of the modes prescribed in the instrument itself; and I should, under existing circumstances, favor rather than oppose a fair opportunity being
afforded the people to act upon it. I will venture to
add, that to me the convention mode seems prefe1·able,
in that it allows amendments to originate with the
peo1ile themselves, instead of only permittin~ them to
take 01· reject propositions originated by otlwrs, not
especially chosen for the purpose, and which mig-lit not
be precisely such as t:wy woul<l wish to either accept
or refuse. I understand a proposed anaenclmcnt to
the Constitution - whicL amendment, lrnwevl'r, I have
not seen - has passed Congress, to the effect that tl:<r
Federal Govemment shall never interfere with the clomestic institutions of the States, including that of persons held to service. To avoid misconstruction of
what I have said, I depart from my purpcfse, not to
speak of particular amendments, so far as to say tl1at,
hol1ling such a provision to now be implied constitu.
tional la.w, I ha.ve no objections to its being made ex•
pr<'S<I :1ml irr<>vor.ahle.
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The Chief Magistrate derives all his authority from
~he people, aud they have conferred none upon him to
fix terms for the separation of the States. The people
themselves can do this also if they choose; but the
Executive, as such, has nothing to do with it. His duty
is to administer the present Government, as it came to
his hands, and to transmit it, unimpaired by him, to
bis successor.
Why should there not be a patient confidence in the
·ultimate justice of the people? ls there any better or
equal hope in the world? In our prescut differences
is either party without faith of being in the right? If
the Ahuighty Ruler of Nations, with his eternal truth
aad justice, be on your side of the North, or on yours
of the South, that truth and that justice will surely
prevail by the judgment of this great tribunal of the
American people.
By the frame of the Government under which we
live, this same people have wisely given their public
servants but little power for mischief; and have, with
equal wisdom, provided for the return of that little to
their own hands at very short intervals. While the
people retain their virtue and vigilance, no administration, by any extreme of wickedness or folly, can
very seriously injure tho Government in tho short
,space of four years.
My countrymen, one and all, think calmly ancl well
upon this whole subject. Nothing valuable can be
lost by taking time. 1£ there be an object to liurry
any 0£ you, in hot haste, to a step which you would
.oe,,er take deliberately, tl1at object will be frustrated
by taking time ; but no good object can be frustrated
hy it. Such of yon as are now dissatisfie(l, still have
ihe old Constitution unimpaired, and, on the sensitive
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point, the laws of your own framing under it ; while
the new Administration will have no immediate power,
if it would, to chaug-e either. If it were admitted that
you wl10 are dissatisfied holcl the right side in the dispute, there still is no single good reason for precipitate action. Intelligence, patriotism, Christianity, an&
a firm reliance on Ilim who has never yet forsaken
this favored land, are stiil competent to adjust, in t he
1-.iest way, all our present difficulty.
In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen,
and not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war.
The Govemment will not assail yoit. You can have
no conflict, without being yourselves the aggress0rs.
You have no oath registered in Heaven to destroy the
government, while I shall have the most solemn one
to " preserve, p1·otcct, and defend it." 1
I am loth to close. vVe are not enemies, but
friends. We must not be ei..emies. Though passion
may have strained, it must not b1·eak our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching
from every battlefield and patriot gl'ave, to every living heart and hearth-stone, all over this broad land,
1
Tho original draft, after the words " preserve, protect, and defend it," concluded as follows, addressing itself to" my dis.'!atisfied
fellow-countrymen " : " You can forbear the as.~anlt upon it, I cannot
shrink from the defellil8 of it. With you, and 11ot with me, is the sol v
emu qne.stion of 'Shall i~ be peace ot· a sword?'"
Mr. Sewanl submit ted two separate drafl.a for a closing paragmpli.
The secouoi of these, containing the thought .ldopted by 11:r. Lincoln,
was as follows : " I close. \Ve are not, we must not he, aliens or enemies, but fel•
low-countrymen and brethren. Although passion h3S strained our
bonds of affec1ion foo hardly, tl1ey must not, I am snrc lhey will not,
be broken. The mystic chords which, proceeding from so many battlefields and so many patriot graves, pass through all the hearts ancl
all hearths III this broad continent of ours, will yet :ii.ain h;irmonize in
the.., ancient m•1sic when breathed upon by tho guarcliao ani-,.-el of the
nation.''
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will yet swell tho chorus of tho Union, when again
touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels o!.
our nature.

III.
LETTER TO HORACE GREELEY.
The Administra.tion, during the early months of the W a.r for
ihe Union, was greatly perplexed as to the proper mode of
dealing with slavery, especially in the districts occupied by the
Uaiou forces. In the summer of 1862, when M1·. Lincoln
was earnestly contemplating his Proclamation of Emancipation,
Horace Greeley, the leading Republican editor, published iu his
p~.per, the New York T1"ibune, a severe article in tho forir. of a
letter addr,H~ed to the President, taking him to task for foiling
to meet the just expectntions of twenty millions of loyal people.
Thereupon Mr. Lincoln sent bim the following lotter : ExECOTIYE MANSION, W,,SHINGTON,

August 22, 1So2.

Dem· Si1': I h::ive just
read yonrs of the 19th, addressed to myself througli
the New York T1"ibune. If there be in it any statements '>l' assumptions of fact which I may know to be
erroneo,1s, I do not now and here controvort ther.i. If
there be in it any inferences which I may believe to be
falsely drnwn. I do not now and here argue against
them. If there be perceptible in it an impatient and
dictatorial tone, I waive it in deference to an old
friend, whose heart I have always supposed to be right.
As to the policy I "seem to be pursuing," as you
say, I have not meant to leave any one in doubt.
I would save the Union. I would save it in the
shortest way under the Constitution. The sooner the
National authority can be restored, the nearer the
HoN. HORACE GREELEY. -
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u~1ion will be "The Union as it was." If there be
those who would not save the Union unless they could
at the same time dest1'0y Slavel'y, I do not agree- with
them. My paramount object iu this struggle is to save
the Union and is not either to save or destroy Slavery.
If I could save the Union without freeing any slave, I
would do it; and if I could save it by freeing all the
alaves, I would do it; and if I could do it by freeing
some and leaving others alone, I would also do that.
What I do about Slavery and the colored race, I do
because I believe it helps to save this Union ; and
what I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe it
would help to save the Union. I shall do less, wl1enever I shall believe what I am doing hurts the cause;
and I shall do moi·e, whenever I shall believe doing
ruo;•e will help the cause. I sbaH try to correct errors
when shown to be errors; and I shaU adopt new views
so fast as they shall appear to be true views. I have
here stated my purpose according to my view of ojficiol duty, and I intend no modification of my oft-ex.pressed petsonal wish that all men, everywhere, could
be free.
Yours,
A. LINCOLN.

IV.
REPLY TO A COUMITTEE.
While the President wns considering seriously the proposal to
!ssue a proclamation of emtincipation, he was naturally urged
l,y many to tnke such a step and by many not to take it. The
following reply to a committee from the religions denomina,
tions l)f Chicago, which waited on him September 13, 1862,
urging him to issue the procla111ation, is a good example of how
lhe President was in the habit of thinlcing- aloud and stating
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botl, aide~ of n question, even when he Imel pradicnlly made up
his miuJ.

T rrn sn bject pregc-nted in the memorial is one upon
whilh I l1n\'C thoughL much for ,n·cks pa.<;t, a1Hl I may
ever, say fol' months. I am approached with the most
oppo;ite opini-ons and a<lviee, and that hy religious
mt!n who al'e equall,y certai:i that they represent the
i;livina will. I am sure that ci~ht•r the one or the other
dass is mistaken in that belief, an<l perhap,i in some
rcspci:ts both. I hopo it will not he irreverent for me
to say that if it i11 prohablc that Uo1l woul<l reveal his
will to others on a poiut so count•c•tccl with my duty,
it might be supposed Ile would reveal it directly to
me; for, 1111l1?ss I am. rnoro clccuive<l in myself t.han I
often am, ; .; is my earnest <ll'sil'c to know the will of
Providcm·e in this mnttel'. And if l can learn what
it is, I will do it. These are not, however, the days
of rnirad11s, aucl I Auppose it will be granted that I
am not to expect a di1·ect revelation. I must study
the plain physical fac·ts of the case, ascertaiu what is
possil,lc, :uul learn what appcartl to be wise an<l righL
The irnbjcct is difficult, ancl good men do not
agree. Fo1· instance, the other <lay four gc11tlen1en
of standing and iutdligencc from New Yol'k called
as a delegation on businPss connectccl with the war;
bnt, before leaving, two of them carnesUy beset me to
proclaim general em:mcipation, upon which the other
two at onec attacked them. You know also that the
last session of Conf,•Tc:1,:; hacl a decided majority of.
anti-slavery men, yet they coulcl not unite on this
1)olicy. Auel the same is true of the religious people.
Why, the rebel solclicrs a;.·e praying with a great deal
more earuc-s;tness, I fear, than our own troops, and
expecting God to favor their side; for one of our sol
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diers who had been taken prisoner told Senator ,vil.
son a few days since that he met with nothing so
discouraging as the oviclont sincerity of those he was
among in their prayers. But we will talk over il1e
merits of the case.
"What good would n. proclamation of emancipatiotc
from me do, especially as we arc now situated ? I d(
not wa11t to issue a document that the whole world
will see must necessarily be inoperative, like tho
Pope's bull against the comet. W onld my word free
the slaves, when I cannot even enforce the Constitu•
tion in the rebel States? Is there a single court, or
magistrate, or individual that would be influenced by
it there? And wl1at reason is there to thin1, it would
have any greater effect upon the slaves than the late
law of Congress, which I approved, and which offers
protectlon and freedom to the slaves of rgbel 1,rnster::1
who come within our lines? Yet I cannot learn that
that bw has caused a single slave to come over to ns,
.And suppose they could be induce,l by a prodamatiou
of freedom from me to throw themselves upo::i us,
what shonld we do with them? How can we feed
and care for snch a multitude? General Butle.- wrote
me a few days since that he was issuing more ration~
to the slaves who have rushed to him than to all the
white troops under his command. They cat, and that
is all; though it is true Genel'al Entler is feeding the
whites also by the thousand, for it nearly amounts
to a famine there. H, now, the pressure of the w:ir
should call off our forces from New Orleans to defend
some other point, wl1at is to prevent the masters from
reducing the blacks to slavery again? For I am told
that wl11:mever the rebels take any black prisoners,
free or slave, they immediately auction them off.
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They did so with those they took from a boat that
was aground in the TenMssec River a few days ago.
And the!.! I am very uagenerously attacked for it!
For instanoe, when, after the late battles at and near
Bull Run, an expedition went out from vVashington
under a flag of tmce to bury the dead and bring in
the wounded, and the rebels seized the blacks wh,
went along to help, and sent them into slavery
Horace Greeley said in his paper that the govemru.ent would probably do nothing about it. What
ccukl I do?
Now, then, tell me, if you please, what possible
result of good would follow the issuing of such a proclamation as you desire? Understand, I raise no ob.
jecti,ms against it on legal or constitutional grounds;
for, as commander-in-chief of the army and uavy, in
tim& of war I suppose I have a right to take ar.y
measure which may best subdue the enemy ; nor do I
urge objections of a moral nature, in view of possible
consequences of insurrection and massa<·i·e at the
South. I view this matter as a practical war measure, to be decided on acconling to the advantages or
disadvantages it may offer to the suppression of the
rebellion.
I admit that slavery is the root of the rebellion, or
at least its sine q~w non. The ambition of politicians
may have iustigate<l them to act, but they would have
been impotent without slavery as their instrnmcnt.
I will also concede that emancipation would help us
in EurcJpe, ancl convince them that we are incited by
something more than ambition. I grant, further, that
it would help somewhat at the North, though not so
mueb, I fear, as you and those you represent imagine.
'8till, some additional strength would be added in that
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way to the wiu·, and then, unquestionably, it woulo;
weaken the rebels by drawing off ~heir laborers, which
is of great importance ; but I am not so sure we could
do much with the blacks. If we were to arm them,
I fear that in a few weeks the arm,; would be in the
hands of the rebels ; and, indeetl, thus far we have
not had arms enough to equip our white troops. I
will mention another thing, though it meet only your
scorn and contempt. There are fifty thousand ba,yon1::ts in the Union armies from the border sla,·e States.
It would be a serious matter if, in consequence of a
proclamation such as you desit-e, they should go over
to the rebels. I do not think they all would - not so
many, indeed, as a year ago, or ::.s six months ago not so many tt,..day as yesterday. Every day increases
their Unio:A feeling. They are also getting theil' pride
enlisted, a.nd want to beat the rebels. Let me say one
thing more: I think yon should :tdmit that we already
have an imporflant principle to ra11y and unite the
people, in the fact that constitutional government is
at stake. Tais is a fund.:1.1nental idea going down
about as deep as anything.
Do not misunderstand me bacause I have mentioned
these objections. They indioate the difficulties that
have thus far prevented my action in some such way
as you desire. I have not decided against a proclamation of liberty to the slaves, but hold the matter under
adviserneBt; and I can assure you that the subject is
on my mind, by day and night, more than any other.
Whatever sl1all appear to be God's will, I will clo.
1 trust that in the freedom with which I have can.
vassed your views I have not in any respect injured
your feelings.

TllE EMANCIPATION l 1R(,f:LAMA.TION,

59

v.
THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION.

Some time before the letter to Mr. Greeley was written, Lin,

cClln had drawn np a Proclamation of Emancipation, and was onls

waiting for a suitable hour when to publish it. He waited until
after the battle of Antietam, and then, on the 22& of Septem•
her, 1862, is~ucd his provisionru proclamation in which he sol.•
enrnly declared that on the first day of January following" all
persons held as slaves withiu any State, or auy designated par\;
of :i State, the people whereof shit!.! then be iu rebellion against
the Uuited States, shall be then, thenceforward anrl forever free."
'.fhe announcement drAw forth only bitter response from the
Coufcderacy, and on the first day of January, 1863, the President issued the final procl:imation which is here given. The
parts of the South excepted in the proelmnatiou were those whit>h
were loyal or were occupied by Uuion troop&.

"\VUEREAS, on the twenty-second <lay of September?
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred.
and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United States, containing, among other
thinrs, the following, to wit: " That on the first day of January, in the year of
onr Lord one thous1:1,ncl eight hundred and sixty-threa,
all persons held as slaves within any State, or desig,
nated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be
in rebellion against the United States, shall be then,
thenceforward and forever free, and the E.i.::eeutin
Govemmcnt of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and
maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no
act or acts to represa such persons, or any of them, i11
any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.
"That the Executive will, ou the t!<St day of Jann
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a.ry aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the Stat.es
and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof
respectively shall then be in rebellion against the
United States ; and the fact that any State, or the people thereof, shall on that day be in good faith r epre;;ented in the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of
the qualified voters of such State shall have par ticipated shall, in the absence of strong countervailing
testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such
State aucl the people thereof are not then in i-ebellion
agaiust the United States;'' Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of
the United 8tates, hy virtue of the power in me vested
as Commander-in-chief of the Army and Navy of the
United States, in time of actual armed rebellion
against the authority of, and government of the
Uuited States, and as a fit and necessary war measm·e
for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this first day of
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, and in accordance with my
purpose so to do, publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred Jays from the day first abovemeutionecl, order, and designate, as the States and
parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively
are this clay in rebellion against the Unitecl States, the
following, to wit : Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana except
the parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, J effersou,
St. John, St. Charles, St. James. Ascension, Assumption, Terre Bonne, Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin,
and Orleans, including the city of New Orl•mns, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,
North Carolina, and Vir.~ nia, except the forty-ei~l1t
counties designated as ·west Virginia, and also tho
countico; oC Bcrkelr.r, .L\r<:!omac~ :Nm;th.nmr.ton, Eli~:i-
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beth City, York, Princess Ann and Norfolk, including
the cities of Norfolk n.nd Portsmouth, imd which cxCC'pted p:u-ts :ire, for the present, left precisely as if
this pro1famation were not issued.
Aud by virtue of the power and for the purpoge
aforesaid, I clo order and clcl'lare that all persons held
as slaves within said clesi~11atcd States and p:n·ts of
States :ire, and henceforward shall be free ; nud tha\
the Exc('utivc Govemmcnt of the United States, including the military aucl naval authorities thereof, will
recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons.
And I hereby enjoiu upon the people so declared to
be free, to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-defense, and I n•commcncl to them, that in
all cruses, when allowed, they labor faithfully for rea.souablo wages.
And l further cle<'l:u·e and make known that such
persons of suitable couditiou will he received into the
armed scn,ice of tho lJnitcll States to garri:.ou forts,
positions, stations, an<l other places, and. to man vessels of all sort!'! in said service.
And upon this act, sincerely believed. to be an act
of justirc, warranted by the Constitution, upon military necessity, I invoke thc considerate judgment or
maukincl and the gr:wions favot· of Almighty God.
In Tr.~timrmy wlu·rcof, I h:we hrreunto i:;et my name
and caused the seal of t.he Uuited States to be affixctl.
Done at the city of ,vashington, this first <lay of
J :muary, in tho year of our Lonl one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, and of the ln<lepenclence of
the United States of America the eighty-seventh.
AnRAnA.,1 LINCOLN.

By tho PnFsnw:-;T .
WILLIAM ll. SEWAUD, Secretary of State.
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VI.
ACCOUNT OF TIIF EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION.
Mr. Frank B. Carpenter painted a large historical picture of
the signing of the proclamatiou, which is now in tlrn capitol at
Washington. While working 011 it, he saw much of the President, who gave him tho following account iu conversation. Mr.
Carpenter printed tho account in his Six 111011/hs al the White

House.

"IT had got to be," said l\fr. Lincoln," midsummer,
1862. Things had gono on from bad to worse until
J felt that we had reached the end of our rope on the
plan of operations we had been pursuing; that we ha.cl
about pl:iyed ou1· last eartl, ancl must change our tact:es or lose the game. I now determined upon the
arloption of the emancipation policy; and without consultation with or the knowledge of the Cabinet, I
prepared the original draft of the proclamation, and,
&ttcl' much anxious thought, called a Cahinet meeting upon the subject. This was th8 last of July or
the first part of the month of August, 1862. [The
exact date was ,July 22, 1862.] . . . All were present
excepting Mr. Blair, the Postmastor-General, who was
absent at tho opeuiug of the discussion, but came
in subsequently. I said to the Cabinet that I l1ad
resolved upon this step, and had not called them together to ask theit· adYice, hut to lay the snhjcctmatter of a proclamation before them, suggestions af'I
to which would be in order after they had heard it
read. Mr. Lovejoy was in error when lie informed
you that it excirod no comment excepting on the
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part of Secretary Seward. Various suggestions were
offered. Sec1·etary Chase wished the language stronger
in reference to the arming of the bkcks.
" Mr. Blair, after he came in, deprecated the pdicy
on tJ1e ground that it would cost the administration
the fall elections. Nothing, however, was offered that
I had not already fully anticipated ancl settled in my
own mind until Secretary Seward spoke. Ile said in
substance: 'Mr. President, I approve of the procl::v
mation, but I question the expediency of its issue at
this juncture. The dep1·ession of the public mind~
consequent upon our repeated reverses, is so great
that I fear the effect of so important a step. lt may
be viewed as the last measure of au exhausted government, a cry for help ; the government stretching
forth its hands to Ethiopia, instead of Ethiopia
stretching forth her bands to tl1e government.' Ilis
idea," said the Prcsi<lent, " was that it woulcl be considen,d our last shriek on the retreat. [This was his
precise expression.] 'Now,' coutinuetl Mr. Seward,
• while I approve the measure, I 1rng-gcst, sfr, that you
postpone its issue until you can give it to the country
supported by military success, instead of issning it,
as would be the case now, upon the greatE>st disasters
of the war.' " :Mr. Lincoln continnetl : " The wisdom
of the view of the Secretary of St<lte struck me with
very great force. It was an aspect of the case that,
in all my thought upon the subject, I had entirely
overlooked. The result was, that I put the draft of
the proclamation aside, as you do your ,;ketch for a
piotnre, ,vaiting for a victory.
"Fl'om time to time I added 01· <'l1ang-erl a line,
touching it up here and there, anxiously watching the
progress of events. Well, the next news we had
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was of Pope's disaster at Bull Run. Things lookea
darker than ever. Finally came the week of the bat..
tle of Antietam. I determined to wait no longer.
The news came, I think, on vVednesday, that the
advantage was on our side. I was then staying at
the Soldier's Home (three miles out of ·washington ).
Here I finished writing the second draft of the pl'e•
liminary proclamation, came up on Saturday, called
the Cabinet together to hear it, ao.d it was .published
on the following Monday."
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VII.
LETTim TO DISS.ATlSl<'IED FRIENDS
The Proclamation of Emancipation was received with grea.
,,.tisfaction by some, with discont.cnt by others. The pcopl. ol
h,· i\"c,rth were by no lllt'alllS 1111a11i111011s as yl't upon the suhjc,·t
,f the abolition of :Slavery.11nd tht• cnticism made upou the l'l'csx,lcnt's course indicates his wide at·•pmintance with public scuti..
mcnt, by which lw was cnahlcd to .ict in c1·iscs, neither too soon
nor too late. In tho early fall of 18u3 ho wru; invited to meet
hi~ old ll<'ighbors l\t Springl\eld, Illinois, an(I the following l,•Uer
'1 u.s aJdrcsciccl to tho chnirn,an of the Committee of Im·italion : ExxuU'r1vE :MANHION, \\'ASJllN(l"'ON,

• I11911st :lO, J 8()3•

.MY D}~AR Sm, - Your letter imitiug me to attcncl
a mass meeting of unc•c,nclitional Union men, to be held

at the capital of Illinois on the 3d cby of September,
has been received. It woultl be vel'y agreeable to me
thus to meet my old friends at my owu home; hut I
cannot just now be absent from this city so long as a
visit there would require.
The meeting is to be of all those who maintain 11nconclitio11a.J. devotion to the Union; ancl I am sure that
my old political friends will thank me fo1· tendering
all I do, the nation's gratitude to those other noh!I
n,cn whom no partisan malice or J>artisan hope cat
rnake false to the nation's life. There arc those whc
·u·e dissatisfied with me. To such I woul<l j';ay: You
desire peace, :rncl you blame me that we do not h:i ,e
it. But how can we attain it'? Therc arc but tlm•e
conceivable ways : First, to suppress the rehdlion hy
force of arms. This I am trying to <lo. Are you 101
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If you are, so far we are agreed. If you are not
for it, a secon<l way is to give up the Union. I am
against this. 1£ you are, you should say so, plainly.
If you are not for force, nor yet for dissolution, there
only remains some imaginable compromise.
I do not believe that any compromise embracing
tile maintenance of the Union is now possible. AU
that I learn leads to a directly opposite belief. Th€
strength of the rebellion is its military - its army.
That army dominates all the country and all the people within its range. Any offer of any terms made
by any man or men within that range in opposition to
that army, is simply nothing for the present, because
such man or men have no power whatever to enforce
their side of a compromise, if one were made with
them. To illustrate : Suppose refugees from the
South and peace men of the North get together in convention, and frame and proclaim a compromise em•
bracing the restoration of the Union. In what way
can that compromise be used to keep Gen. Lee's army
or,t of Pennsylvania? Gen. Meade's army can keep
Lee's army out of Pennsylvania, and I think can ultimately drive it out of existence. But no paper compromise to which the controllers of Gen. Lee's army
are not agreed, can at all affect that army. In an effort at such compromise we would waste time, which
the enemy woulcl improve to our disad vanta?;e, and\
that would be all. A compromise, to be effertive,
must be made either with those who rontrol the Rebel
~rmy, or with the people, first liberated from the dom
mation of that army by the success of our army. Now,
.1llow rue to assure you that no word or intimation
from the Rebel army, or from any of the men controlling it, in relation to any peace compromises, has ever
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come to my knowledge or belief. All charges and intimations to the contrary are deceJJtive and groundless. And I promise you that if any such proposition
shall hereafter come, it shall not be rejected and kept
secret from you. I freely acknowledge myself to be
the servant of the people, according to the bond of
service, the United States Constitution; and that, a&'
such, I am responsible to them.
'
But, to be plain. You are dissatisfied with me
about the negro. Qltite likely there is a difference of
opinion between you and myself upon that subject. I
certainly wish that all men could be free, while you, I
suppose., do not. Yet I have neither adopted nor proposed any measure which is not consistent with even
your view, provided you are for the Union. I suggested compensated emancipation, to which you replied that you wished not to be taxed to buy negroes.
But I have not asked you to be U'.L""<:ed to buy negroes,
except in such way as to save you from greater taxation, to save the Union exclusively by other means.
You dislike the Emancipation Proclamation, and
perhaps would have it retracted. You say it is unconstitutional. I think differently. I think that the
Constitution invests its Commander-in-chief with the
laws of war in the time of war. The most that can be
said, if so much, is, that the slaves are property. Is
there, has there ever been, any question that by the
law of war, property, both of enemies and friends, may
be taken when needed ? And is it not needed whenever taking it helps us or hurts the enemy? Armies,
the world over, destroy enemies' property whe:i they
<'annot use it; and even destroy their own to keep it
from the enemy. Civilized. belligerents do all in their
power to help tht'msclves or hurt the enemy, except a
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few things regarded as barbarous or cruel. Among
the exceptions are the massacre of vanquished foes
and non-combittauts, male and female. But the proclamation, as law, is valid or is not valid. If it is not
valid, it needs no retraction. If it is valid, it cannot
be retracted, any more than the dead can be brought
to life. Some of you profess to think that its retraction would operate favorably for the Union. "\Vhy
better after tho retraction than bef01·e tho issue?
There was more than a year and a half of trial to suppress the rebellion before the proclamation was issued,
the last one hundred days of which passed under an
explicit notice, that it was coming unless averted by
those in revolt returning to their allegiance. The
war nas certainly }Jrogrcssed as favorably for us since
the issue of the proclanmtiou as before. I know as
fully as one can know the opinions of others, that some
of the comm:mders of our armies in the field, who have
given us our most important victories, believe the
emanc:ipation policy and tho aid of colored troops constitute the heaviest blows yet dealt to the rebellion,
and that at least one o{ those important successes
could not have been achieved when it was but for the
aid of black soldiers. Among the commanders holding these views are some who have never had any
affinity with what ls calletl abolitionism, or with "re
publican party politics," but who holtl them purelJ
as military opinions. I submit theit· opinions as beinl
entitlecl to some weight against the objections often
urged that emancipation and arming the blacks are
unwise as military measures, and wet·e not adopted a:
such in good faith.
You say that yon will not fight to free neg-roes.
Some of them seem to be willing to fight for yo1: •
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but no matter. Fight you, then, exclusively to save
the U uion. I issued the proclamation on purpose to
aid you in saving the Union. ·whenever you shall
have conquer·ed all resistance to the Union, if I shall
urge you to continue fighting, it will be an apt time
then for you to declare that you will not fight to fret
negroes. I thought that, in your struggle for tht
1
Union, to whatever extent the ncgroes should cease
helping the enemy, to that extent it weakened the
enemy in his resistance to you. Do you think differently? I thought that whatever negroes can bo got
to do as soldiel's leaves just so much loss for wb.ite
soldiers to do in saving the Union. Docs it appear
otherwise to you? But negroes, like other people,
act upon motives. ,Vhy should they do anything for
us if we will do nothing for them ? If they stake their
Ii ves for us, they must be prompted by the stroJJgest
motive, even the promise 0£ freedom. And the prom~
ise, being made, must be kept.
The signs look better. The Father of Waters again
goes unvexecl to the sea. Thanks to the great Northwest for it. Nor yet wholly to them. Three hundred
miles up they met New England, Empire, Keystone,
and Jersey, hewing their way right and left. The
sunny South, too, in more colors than one, also lent a
hand. On the spot, their part of the l1istory was jotted
down in black and white. The job was a great Na,.
ti.onal one, and let none be hanoecl who bore an honor~
able part in it; aod while those who have cleared ths
great river may well be proud, even that is not all.
It is hard to say that anything has been more bravely
and better done than at Antietam, Mul'freesboro,
Gettysburg, and l)ll many fields 0£ less note. Nor
must Uncle Sam.'s w-3b-feet be forgotten. At all the
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waters' margins they have been present: not only on

the deep sea, the broad bay ancl the rapid river, but
also up the narrow, mud<ly bayou ; and wherever the
ground was a. little damp, they have been and made
their tracks. Thanks to all. For the great Republic
- for the principles by which it lives and keeps alive
-£or man's vast future - th:inks to all. Peace does'
not appear so fat· distant as it did. I hope it will
come soon, and e<,me to stay : and so come as to be
worth the keeping iu all future time. It will then
have beim proved that amoug freemen there can be
no successful appeal from the ballot to the bullet, and
that they who take such appeal are sure to lose their
nasc n.ml pay the cost. Arnl then thero will be some
black men who can remember that, with silent tongue,
and clenched teeth, and steady eye, and well-poised
bayonet, they h:we helped mankind on to this great
consummation; while I fear that there will be some
white men unable to forget that, with malignant heart
and clc<'citful speech, they hn.ve striven to hinder it.
Still, let us not be ovcr-s:mgniue of a speedy final
triumph. Let us be quite sobei·. Let us diligently
apply the means, r.ever doubting that a jnst God, iu
His own good time, will give us the rightful result.
Your:;;, very truly,
A . LINCOLN.
AMES C CONKLING, Eiq,

A NATIONAL FAS1' DAY.

VIII.
rROCLAMATION APPOINTING A NATIONAL FAST DAY
BY TIIE PRESJDE,.~T OF TIIE UNITED STATES 011~
A711ERICA:

A Proclamation.
vVrrEr.EAS, the Senate of the United States, devoutly recognizing the supreme authority arid just
government of Almighty God in all the affairs of
lllen and of nations, has by a resolntion requested
the President to designate and set apart a day for
national pmyer and humiliation.
And whereas, it is the duty of nations as well as
of men to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God ; to confess their sins and t1·ansgrcssions in bumble sorrow, yet with assure«l hope
that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pat·•
don ; and to recognize the sublime truth, an1101mce«l
in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history,
that those nations only are blessed wl1ose Goel is the
Lord.
And insomuch as we know that by his divine Jaw
nations, like indi vidnals, arc subjected to punishmeats
and chastisements in this world, may we not jnstly
fear that the a,wful calamity of civil war wl1ich uow
desolates the land may be but a punishment inflicted
upon us for om pre~umptuous sins, to the ncc«lfnl
end of out• national reformation as a whole people?
We have been the recipients of the choicest bonn·
ties of Heaven. We have been preserved, these many
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years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in
nurube1·s, wealth, and power as no other nation has
wer gt·own ; but we have forgotten God. We have
'.orgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in
peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened
•1s, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness
of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced
by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own.
Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become
too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming
and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God
that 1m1de us :
It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves beforl'
tlic offended Power, to <'onfess our national sins, and
to pray for clemency and forgiveness:
Now, therefore, in compliance with the request, a.i1d
fully concmring in the views of the Senate, I do by
this my procla111atio11 <lesiguatc and set apart Thursday, the 30th day of April, 1863, as a day of national
.humiliation, fasting, and prayer. Aud I do hereby
request all the people to abstain on that day fron.
their ordinary secular pursuits, and to unite at their
1:,everal places of public worship and their respectivo
homes in keeping the day holy to the Lord, ancl devoted to the humble discharge of the religious duties
•proper to that solemn occasion. All this being done
in sincerity and tmth, let us then rest humbly in the
hope authorized by the divine teachings, that the
united cry of the nation will be heard on high, and
answered with blessings 110 less than the pardon of
our national sius, and the restoration of our now
J.ivi<l.ed an(l suffering country to its former happy
condition of unity and peace.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand,
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NEWS FROM GETTYSBURG.

and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.
Done at the city of Washington, this thirtieth day of March, in the year of our Lord
(L. s.] one thousand eigllt hunc}red and sixty-three,
and of the independence of the United
Sta.tes the eighty-seventh.
AnRAHAM LINCOLN.

Il;v tl,o PnESIDENT:

WILLIA~[

II.

SEWAlID1

Secretary of State.

IX.
ANNOUNCEMEl'IT OF NEWS FROM GETTYSBUltG.
W ASillNOTON, Jul_v 4, 10.30 A.

M.

TnE President announces to the country that news

from the Army of the Potomac, up to 10 P. M. of
the 3d, is such as to cover that army with the highest
honor, to promise a great success to the cause of the
Union, an<l to claim the condolence of all for the
many gallant fallen ; and that for this he especially
cesires thiit on this day He whose will, not onrs,
r1hould ever be done be everywhere remembered and
reverenced with profoundest gratitUtle.
A. LINCOLl'I.

ABRAIJAM LINCOLN.

X.
LETTER TO A. 0. ITODG~
Ex.ECl:TIVt: )IAl'~ION. ,VA~IJINGTON,

.1lprll -l, 1$1.

A.G. IIODGJ,S, ESQ., Frankfort, Kentucky.
,My clear Sir, - You ask me to put in writing the

sub&tancc of what I Yerbally said the other day in
your preiwnce, to Governor Bramlette and Senator
Dixon. Jt was about as follows : " I am naturally anti-slave1-y. If slavery is not
wrong, noth;ng is wrong. I cannot remember when
I did not so t.liink ancl feel, ancl yet I have never
understoo(l that the presidency tonferred upon me an
nnrestrictctl right to a.ct officially upon this judgment
and feeling. It was i1. the oath I took that I would,
to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defeucl
the Constitution of the United States. I could not
take the office withont taking the oath. Nor was it
my view that I might take an oath to get power, and
break the oath in using the power. I understood,
too, tliat in ordinary civil administration this oath
even forbade me to practically indulge my primary
•ti>gtract judgment on the moral question of slavery.
J had pnhlicly dech•·ed this many times and in rua1,_y
ways, and I aver that, to this day, I have clone 1rn
official a<'t in mere clefe1·ence to my abst1·act judgment
11.nd feeling on slavt•ry. I di(l understand, however,
;hat my oath to prcsen·e the Constitution to the best
nf my ability imposed upon me the duty of preserving,
by every indispensable means, that government, that
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nation, of which that Constitution was the orgauio
law. Was it possible to lose the nation and yet preserve the Constitution"? By general law life and
limb must be protected, yet often a limb must u13
amputated to save a life; but a life is never wisely
given to save a limb. I felt that measures othcnvisL
unconstitutional might become lawful by becoming
mdispcnsable to the preservation of the Constitution
through the preservation of the nation. Right or
wrong, I assumed this i;round, an<l now avow it. I
coiald not feel that, to the best of my ability, I had
even tried to preserve the Constitution, if, to save
slavery or any minor matter, I should permit the
wreck of government, country, and Constitution all
together. When, early in the war, General :Fremont
attempted military emancipation, I forbade it, because
I did not then think it an indispensable necessity.
When, a little later, Geueral Cameron, then Secretary of War, suggested the armiug of the blacks, I
objected, because I did uot yet think it an indispensable necessity. Wheu, still later, Geueral Iluntc1•
attempted military emaDcipation, I again forbat1e it.
because I did not yet think the indispensable necessity had come. When, in March aud May and July,
18G2, I made earnest aml successive appeals to the
border States to favor compensated emancipation, I
believed the indispensable necP.ssity fc r military eman.
cipation and arming the blacks would come unless
averted by that measure. They declined the proposition, and I was, in my best judgment, driven to the
alternative of either surrendel'ing the Union, and
with it the Constitution, or of laying strong band upon
the colored element. I chose the latter. In choosing
it I hoped for g1·eater gain than loss; but of this J
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was not entirely confident. More than a year of trial
~ow shows no loss by it in our foreign relations, none
in our h{)me popular sentiment, none iu our white
military force, - no loss by it anyhow or anywhere.
011 the contrary, it Rhows a gain of quite a hundred
aml thil'ty thousand soldiers, sea111eu, and laborers.
These are palpable facts, about which, as facts, there
can be no cavilling.
e have the men ; and we could
not have hacl them without the measure.
"And now let any Uni.on man who complains of
the tneasure test himself b_y writing down iu one line
that he is for subduing the rebellion hy force of arms;
aucl in the next, that he is for taking these hundred
and thirty thousand men from the Union side, all([
placing them where they would be but for the mea1,ure he condemns. If he cannot face his case so
'dt.ated, it is only because he cannot face the truth."
I add a word which was not in the Yerbi,,l conversation. In telling this tale I attempt no compliment
to my own sagacity. I claim not to have controlled
events, but confess plainly that events have controlled
me. Now, at the end of three years' struggle, the
nation's condition is not what either party, or any
man, devised or expected. God alone can claim it.
,vhithet· it is tending seems plain. If God now wills
the removal of a great wrong, aucl wills also that we
of the North, as well as you of the South, shall pay
fairly for our complicity in that wrong, impartial history will find therein new cause to attest and revere
the justice and goodness of God.
Yours tmly,
A. LINCOLN.
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:XI.
THE SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

Lincoln was reelected President, and delivered his secona
inaugural on the 4th of March, 1865, only a few weeks befor41
ho was assassinated. The words in the closing paragraph were,
so to spenk, his legacy to his countrymen. By a 1111tural im•
pnlse, they wel'C hung out on bnnuers and on the signs of mourn•
ing which lh1·oughout the Union mal'kecl the g1·ief of the people
at the loss of their great leader.
FELLOW-COUNTRY.M EN: At this second appearing
to take the oath of the Presidential office, there is
less occasion for an extended address than there was
:.t the first. Then, a statement, somewhat in detail,
of a course to be pursued, seemed fitting and proper,
Now, at the expiration of four years, during which
public declarations have been constantly called forth
on every point and phase of tl1e great contest which
still absorbs the attention and engrosses the energies
of the nation, little that is uew could be presented.
The progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly
depends, is as well known to the public as to myself;
and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to all. ,Yith high hope for the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured.
On the occasion corresponding to this four years
ago, all thoughts were anxiously directed to an impencl.
ing civil war. All dreaded it; all sought to avert it.
,vhile the inaugural address was being deliverecl from
this place, devoted altogether to sa'Ying the UQion
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without war, insurgent agents were in the city seeking
to dest1·oy it without war - seeking to dissolve the
Union, and divide effects, by negotiation. Both par
ties deprecated war ; but one of thelll would make war
rather than let the nation survive; and the other
would accept war rather than let it perish. And the
war came.
One-€ighth of the whob population were colored
slaves, not distributed generally over the Uuion, but
localized in the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew
that this interest was, somehow, the cause 0£ the war.
To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest
was the object £or which the insurgents would rend the
Union, even by war; while the Government claimed
no right to do more than to restt·ict the territorial enlargement of it. Neither party expected £or the war
the magnitude or the duration w11ich it has already at.
tained. Neither anticipated that tl1c cause of the conflict might cease with, or even before, the conflict itseif
shoulcl cease. Each looked £or an easier triumph, and
a result less fundamcutal and aetounding. Both read
the same Bible, and pray to the same God; and each
invokes Ilis aid against the other. It may seem
stt-ange that any men should dare to ask a just God's
assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of
'iother men's faces: but let us judge not, that we be
not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered ; that of neither has been answered fully. Th~
Almighty has His own purposes. ""\Voe unto the
world because of offenses! for it must needfl be that
offenses come ; but woe to that man by whom the of,
fense cometh." If we shall suppo~e American Slav~ry is one of those offenses which, in the providence of
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God, mnRt needs come, but which, having continued
through His appointed time, lie now will~ to remove,
and that Ile gives to both :Xorth and South this terrible war, as the woe <lue to those hy whom the offense
came, shall we discern therein any departure from
those clivine attributes which tho believers in a living
God always ascribe to Him ? Fomlly clo we hope. fer.
vently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war
may speedily pass away. Yct, if God wills that it
continue until all the wealth piled by the bondman's
two hundred and fifty years of unrequitc<l toil shall be
sunk, and until every drop of blood clrnwn with tho
lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword,
as was said three thousand year!'! ago, so still it must
be said, " The jnclpuents of the Lord are true ancl
cighteons altogether."
With malice toward none, with charity for all, with
firmness in tho right, as Goel gives us to sec the rig-ht,
let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to hind
up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall
havo borne the battle, ancl for his widow, ancl his orphan; to do all which may achieve n.nd cherish a just
and a lasting peace among ourselves and with all

nations.
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XII.
SPEECII IN INDEPENDENCE HAU..

On Washingto11's birthday, 18Gl, wheu Lincoln was on his way

to "'ashiugtou to be inaugurated as the great successor to the

great first l'l'esident, it was anangec that he should raise a new
flag at Independence Hall in Philadelphia. He did so, and on
the occasio11 made the following speech. It was in this hall that
bis body lay when it was on its way to Sp1·ingfield after bis
assassinatiou.

I Alll filled with deep emotion at finding myself
standing in this pbce, where wei-e collected together
the wisdom, the patriotism, the devotion to principle
from which sprang the institutions under which we
live. Yon have kindly suggested to me that in my
hands is the task of restori11g peace to our distracted
~onntry. I can say in return, sil's, that all the political sentiments I entertain have been drawn, so far as
I have been able to draw them, from the sentiments
which onginated in and were given to the world from
this hall. I have never had a feeling, politically, that
did not spring from the sentiments embodied in the
Declaration of Independence. I have often pondereC:
over the dangers which were incurred by the men who
assembled here and frnmed and adopted that Declaration. I have pondered over the toils that were endured by the officers and soldiers of the army who
achieved that independence. I have often iuqnircd of
myself what great principle or idea it was that kept
this Confederacy so long together. It was not the
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mere matter of separation of the colonies from the
motherland, but that sentiment in the Declaration 0£
Independence which gave liberty, not alone to the
people of this country, but hope to all the wc,1·lcl, for
all future time. It was tha~ which gave promise that.
in due time the weight would be lifted from the shoul.
ders of all men ancl t.hat all should ha vc an equal
chance. This is the s.::ntiment embodied in tho De.
claration of Independence. Now, my friends, can thiz
country be saved on that basis? If it can, I will con•
sider myself one of the happiest men in the world if I
r.an help to save it. If it cannot be saved upon that
)Jtinciple, it will be truly awful. But if this country
cannot be saved without giving up that principle, I
was about to say I would rather be assassinated on
this spot than surrender it. Now, in my view of the
present aspect of affairs, there is no need of bloodslrnd
and wa1•. The.-e is no necessity for it. I am not in
favor of such a course ; and I may say in advance
that there will be no bloodshed unless it be forced
upon the Government. The Government will not use
force, unless force is used against it.
My friends, this is wliolly an unprepared speech.
I did not expect to be called on to say a word wher I
ca.me here. I supposed it was merely to do something
towards raising a flag - I may, therefore, have said
something indiscreet. [Cries of "No, No."] But I
have said nothing but what I am willing to live by,
1nd, if it be the pleasure of Almighty God, die by.
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XIII.
LAST PUBLIC ADDRE5S.
This address, gi,·en in Washington April 11, 1865, is especiall:,
interesting as outlining the President's policy of reconstruction.

WE meet this evening not in sorrow, but in glad.
ness of heart. The evacuation of Petersburg and
Richmond, and the surrender of the pL'incipal insur•
gent army, give !1opc of a righteous and speedy peace,
whose joyous expression cannot be restrained. In the
midst of this, however, He from whom all blessings
flow must not be forgotten. A call for a national
thanksgiving is being prepared, and will be duly promulgated. Nor m•1st those whose harder part give us
the cause of r()joicing be overlooked. Their hono1·s
must not be parcelled out with others. I myself was
1.1ear tl1c front, and bad t.be high pleasure of transmitting much of the good news to you ; but no part
of the honor for plan or execution is mine. To General Grant, his skilful officers and brave men, all
belongs. The gallant navy i:,toocl ready, but was not
in reach to take active part.
By these recent successes the reinauguration of th9
national authority, - reconstruction, - which Im.<; had
a large share of thought from the first, is pressed
much more closely upon our attention. It is fraught
with great difficulty. Unlike a case of war between
independent nations, there is no authorized organ for
us to treat with, - no one man bas authority to give
up the rebellion for any other man. We simply must
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begin with and mould from disorganized and discord.
ant elements. Nor is it a small additional embarrassment that we, the loyal people, differ among ourselves
tts to the mode, manner, a11d measure of teconstruc~ion. As a general rule, I abstain from reading the
reports of attacks upon myself, wishing not to be pro
voked by tl1at to which I cannot properly offer an
answer. In spite of this precaution, however, it comes
to my knowlec1ge that I am much censured for some
supposed 11gency in setting up and seeking to sustain
the new State govemrncnt of Louisiana.
In this I h::w e doue just so much as, and no mor€.
than, the public knows. In the annual mesimge o{
December, 1863, and in the accompanying pl'Oclamation, I presented a pian of reconstmction, as the
rhmse goes, which I promised, if adopted by any
s~ate, should be acceptable to and sustained by the
ex&{)utive government of the nation. I distinctly
stated that this was not the only plan which might
possibly be acreptable, and I also distinctly protested
that tho executive claimed no right to say when or
wh,3ther members should he admitted to seats in Congress from such States. This plan was in advance
submitted to the then Cabinet, and distinctly approved hy every member of it. One of them suggested that I should then and in that connection
apply the Emancipation Proclamation to the theretofore excepted parts of Virgini:i and Louisiana;
that I should drop the suggestion about apprenticeship
fol' freed people, and that I should omit the protest
against my own power in regard to the admission of
nwmbers to Congress. Bnt even ho approved every
part aud parcel of the plan which has since been
employed or touched by the action of Louisiana.
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The new constitution of Louisiana, dt'<'laring eman.
eipation for the whole State, practically applies the
proclamation to the part previously excepted. Ct
does not adopt apprenticeship for freed people, and it
is silent, as it could not well be otherwise, about the
, admission of members t0 Congress. So that, as it
applies to Louisiana, evel'y member of the Cabinet
fully approved the plan. The message went to Congress, and I received many commendations of th11
plan, written and verbal, and 11ot a single objection
to it from any professed emancipationi.st came to my
k~owledge until after the news teached 1/Vashington
that the people of Louisiana had begun to move in
aceordance with it. From about July, 1862, I had
corresponded with different persons supposed to be
interested in seeking a reconstruction of a State gov.
ernment for Louisiana. When the message 0£ 1863,
with the pl:m before mentioned, reached New Orleans,
General Banks wrote me that he was confident that
the people, with his milita1·y cooperation, would 1·econatruct substantially on that plan. I wrote to him and
some of them to try it. They tried it, and the result
is known. Such has been my only agency in getting
'1p the Louisiamt government.
As to sustaining it, my promise is out, as before
stated. But as bad promises are better broken tha11
kept, I shall treat this as a bad promise, and break ii
whenever I shall be convinced that keeping it is ad
verse to the public i11terest; but I have not yet bee11
convinced. I lmve been shown a letter on thif..
.;ubjcct, supposed to be an able one, in w~ ich tha
writer expresses regret that my mind has not .;eerr,ed
lit. be definitely fixed on the question whether the .!leecdt.<l States, so called, are in the Uni.o!'I or out of it,
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I t would perhaps add astonishment to his regret were
lie to learn that since I have found professed Union
men endeavoring to make that question, I have purposely forborne any public expression upon it. As
appears to me, that question bas not been, nor yet
is, a practically material one, and that any discussion
of it, while it thus remains practically im111atcrial,
could have no effect othe1· than the mischievous one
of dividing our friends. As yet, whatever it umy
hcrcafte1· become, that question is bad as the lxtsi::1
of a contt-oversy, and good £or nothing at all - a
merely pernicious abstraction.
Vv e all agree that the seceded States, so called, aro
out of their proper practical relation with the Union,
and that the sole object of the government, civil and
military, in regard to those States is to again get
them into that proper practical relation. I believe
that it is not only possible, but in fact easier, to do
this withont deciding or even considering whether
these States have ever 1,een out of the Union, than
with it. Fi11cling themselves safely at home, it would
be utterly immatm·ial whether they bad ever been
ab1·oad. Let us all join in doing the acts nccessat·y
to restoring the propet· practical relations between
these States and the Union, and each forever after
innocently indulge his own opinion whether in doin3"
the acts he brought the States from witl1ont into the
Union, or only gave them proper assistance, they
1Lever having b<'e11 out of it. The amount of constitn•
ency, so to speak, on which the new Louisiana government l'('Sts wonld be more satisfactory to all if it
contained 50,000, or 30,000, or even 20,000, insteacl
of only ahont 12,000, as it does. It is also unsatisfacto1·y to some that the elec•tive franchise is not given
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to ihe colored man. I would myself vrefer that ii
were now conferred on the very intelligent, and on
those who serve our cause as sol<liers.
Still, the question is not whether the Louisiana
government, as it stands, is quite all that is desirable.
The question is, will it be wiser to take it as it is and
help to improve it, or to reject an<l dispe!·se it? Can
Louisiana be brongbt into proper practical relations
with the Union sooner by sustaining or by discarding
her new State government? Some twelve thonsa,:il
voters in the heretofore slave State of Louisiana have
sworn allegiance to the Uniou, assumed to be the
rightful political power of the State, l1eld elections,
organized a State govemment, adopted a free-State
constitution, giving the benefit of public ;;chools equally
to black antl white, and empowe1·ing the leg-islat11rc to
confer the eleetive franchise upon the C'olorcd man.
Their legislature has already voted to ratif,v the constitutional. :uuenclment recently passed hy Coug-ress,
1tboli~hing slavery tln·oughout the nation. These
12,000 persons are thus fully committecl to the Union
1tnd to perpet.ual freedom in the State - committed to
the very things, and nearly all the things, the nation
wants - and they ask tbe nation's recognition and ita
assistance to make good their committal.
Now, if we reject and spurn them, we do om· utmost
to disorganize and disperse them. "\Ve, in effect, say
to the white man: You are worthless or worse; we
-will neither help yon, nor be helped by you. To
the hlarks we say : This cnp of libert,v which these,
your old masters, holcl to yonr lips we will dash from
you, and leave you to the chances of gathering the
spilled and scattered contents in some vagno ancl undefined when, whore, and how. If this course, clis-
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couraging and paralyzing both white and black, has
any ten<lency to bring Louisiana into proper practical
relations with the Union, I have so far been unable
to perceive it. If, on the ~ontrary, we recognize and
sustain the new government of Louisiana, the con.
verse of all this is made true. We encourage the
hearts aml nerve the arms of the 12,000 to adhere tc
their work, and argue for it, and proselyte fo1 it, and
fight for it, a11d feed it, ao<l grow it, and ripen it to a
complete success. The colored man, too, in seeing all
united for him, is inspired with vigilance, and energy,
and dariug, to tl10 same end. G ,·ant that he desires the
eiective franchise, will he not ~ttain it sooner by sav.
ing the alre:ady atl vanccd steps toward it than by rull•·
J1ing backward over them? Concede that the new
government of Louisiana is only to what it should oe
a1-1 the egg is to the fowl, we shall soouer lia ve the
fowl by hatchiug the c-gg than by smashing it.
Again, if we reject Louisiana, we aho reject one
vote in favor of the proposed amendment to the na•
tional Constitution. To meet this propositi11n, it has
been argued that no more thau three fourths of those
States which have not attempte1\ secession are neces.
sary tn validly ratify the amendment. I do not commit myself against this further than to say that such
a ratification wonlcl be questionable, and sure to be
persistently questioned, while a ratification hy three,
fourths of all the States would be unquestioned and.
unquestionable. I repeat tlie question : Can Louisiana be brought into proper practiral !'elation with the
Union sooner by sustaining 01· by discarding her new
State government? 'What has been said of Louisi.
:ma will apply generally to other States. And _yet so
great peculiarities pertain to each State, aud such im,
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portant and sudden changes occur in the same State,
aml withal ~o new and unprecedentecl is the whol6
ca~e, that no exclusive and inflexible plan can safely
oo prescribed as to details and collaterals. Such ex•
clnsive and inflexible plan would surely become a new
e11tang-lt!111ent. Important pl'iuciples may and must
be iuflexil,le. In the present sitnation, as the phrase
goes, it may be my duty to make some new announcement to the people of the Sm,th. I am considering,
and shall not fail to act when satisfied that acti.on will
be proper.

0 CAPTAIN! MY CAPTAIN!
BY WALT \\ IllTMAN.
),

0

CAM'AIN I

my Captain! our fe:trfnl trip is done;
The ship has weathel'ed every w,·,.ck, tho pt•ize we songht is won;
The pol't is near, the bells l l,ear, the people all .,xulting-,
While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring:
But O heart ! heart! heart!
0 the bleeding clrops of reel,
Where on the deck my Capt.ain lies,
l<'alleu cold and dead.
II.

0 Capt.ain ! my Captaiu ! rise up and hear tl1e bells;
Rise up - for you the flag is flung, for you the hnglc trills;
For you bouquets and ribboned wreaths, for yon the shores a-crowding;
For yon they call, the swa~·ing mass, their eager faces turning;
Here Captain I dear father!
This arn, beneath your head;
It is some dream tl,nt on the deck
You 've fallen cold and dead.
III.

Mv Cnl')t.-.in does not nnswer, his lips are pale and still;

M v fnt.h~r iloes not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will;
'T'h" sl,ip is nnchorPcl snfe and sound, its vo~·age closed nncl done;

From f~arfnl trip the victor •hip comes in with object won;
Exult. 0 shores! nncl ~ing. 0 bPlls !
Bnt. 1. with monrnfnl tl'ead,
Wnlk the cle!'k mv Cnpt.-.in lies
Falleu cold und dead.

APPENDIX
LINCOLN'S ADDRESS
AT COOPER UNION
I. INTRODUCTION 1
On February \), 1860, Mr. Charles C. Nott wrote to
Lincoln from 69 Wall StrPet, New York, inviting him,
under the auspices of the Young i\Ien's Central Repuhlican Union, to deliver one of a series of lectures that, as
ho said, had been contri vcd to call out the city's better
but busier citizens, "the kind who never attend political
meetings." A large part of the audience, he added, would
consist of ladies. He also assured Lincoln that, thongh ho
was not personally known in New York, his contest with
Judge Douglas had awakened tho warmest sympathy and
admiration among his R<'pn blican hr<'thrcn in that city.
Lincoln went East in response to this invitation, which
had somehow got mixed in his mind with an earlier one,
under the impression that he was to speak in J-'lymouth
Church, Brooklyn. After his arrival in N cw York lie
learned that the pince was to be the Cooper Institute, aud
that the audience would prol,ably include several men
whom he felt were much more snited to be bis tutors than
his pupils. One of his friends had warned him not to make
jokes, tell storic~, or employ the arts of the Western
stump speaker before an Eastern audience, but to rely
upon that power of logical analysis of which he was such
an irresistibltl master. Moved by this advice anu doubtless somewhat put upon his guard by the formiJahle character of his prospective audience, he is ~aid to have spent
tho time, some three days, between his arrival ar.d his
ordeal, in severe preparation.
The night of February 27 was snowy, and tl1e Cooper
l This introduction, pages 01-96, is A portion of Mr. Edwin L.
Miller's editorial equipmout for Lincolu's Address at Coopel' Union,
as prepared fur c,u-eful study iu ll.L.8. No. 221. lt is reprinted hure
through the courteous pcrmissiuu of the author.
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Institute was, in consequence, not full. 'fbe audience was
intelligent, respectable, and non-pul'tii;an. It included, howover, a number of the most distinguished citizens of New
York, among them ex-Governor John A. King, James \V.
Nye, James A. Briggs, Cephas Brainerd, Charles C. Nott,
anu Horace Greeley. David D. Field escorted the speaker
to the platform, and he was introduced by William Cullen
llr.vant.
Though these me11 had neve1• met Lincoln, they of
course knew of his successful fight agaiust Douglas. For
two years his name hau been constantly in the newspapers.
They had come together to learn by what species of do'}tHmce Lincoln had contrived to attract so large a share
of public attention.
To the,;e polished citizens of the metropolis, before he
1·os<.'I, he seemed awed and ill at ease. They regarded his
clothc8 with marked disapproval. His costume, one of
th.cm informs us, was the rnost unbecoming that a fiend's
ingenuity could ha\'e devised, its most conspicuous points
being a black frock coat, too short for him in the body,
skirt, and arms, and a rolling collar ibat was so low that
it disclosed his long, thin, and shriveled throat. Among
the adjectives with which they sought to describe bis appearance before the lecture were "plain," "ungainly,"
"unadomed," "uncultivated," "awkward," and "rustic."
\Vhen ho rose to speak,. however, all this was quickly
forgotten. His gigantic frame, bis deep-set eyes, the pallor
of his face, and the story of hardship and struggle written
in the deep fun·ows of his rugged feature.s were impressive.
As he proceeded with his address he seemed to be transformed. His eyes kindled, his voice rang, his face shone
until it seemed to light up the whole a~sembly. For au
hour and a half he held his audience spellbound. They
had come expecting the turgid rhetoric, the bad grammar,
'l'he
and the rude wit of the frontier. Instead they
founcl a man whose delivery and style were
l4dress
severely simple. The first l1alf of his address did
J10t contain a single illustrative figure. In the entiro speech
there was neither anecdote nor witticism. As Nicolay a11d
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Hay truly write, it was the rxposition of the hMorian nnrl
the argument of the 8tatcsman about II principle of lrgi~.
lation, in language as restrnirwcl as thnt of a brief. " Y ct
such," thoy continue, "was the apt choice of worth, tho
simple strc11gth of propositions, the fairness of l'Yt:ry p<>mi
ho assume<l nnd the force of every conclusion he c.lr<•w,
that his listeners followed him with the interest antl
c.lolight a child feels in its easy mastery of a plain sum in
arithmetic."
"That night," snys Joseph II. Choate, later nmhassn<lor
to Great Britain an<l himself one of the greato~t of Amnican orators, " the great hall, and the next <lay the wlwlc
city rang with delighted applause and congratulation~."
Horace Greeley sai<l it wns the wisest speech tlrnt nny
Republican had yet made, and tl1at, although he haJ
he:ml several of ·webster's best addresses, ho had ncve1
listener! to a better 0110. "l\lr. Lincoln," said liis paper,
Tile Tribune, on the following morning, "is one of nature's orators, using hi,; rare powers solely to elucidate
ancl convince, though their inevitable effect is to th•light
and electrify as well. ,ve present herewith a very full niul
nccnr-.ite report of thi~ speech; yet tho tones, the gesturP~,
the kindling eye, and the mirth-provoking look defy the
reporter's skill. Tho vast assemblage frequently l'ang wiLh
cheers and shouts of applause, which were prolonged nnd
intensified at the close. :No man ever before made such nn
impression on liis tirst appeal to a New York nmlrence."
A pamphlet reprint of the speech was nt once nnnounced; ancl in September, as a campaign tlocument, a
careful edition was publish!'cl, with notes l,_y Charles C.
Nott and Cephas Brainerd, two members of tho committee
under whoso augpiccs the speech hail heen delh-ered. Tn
their preface they show a keen npprl'cintion of its v11l110
as revealed hy close literary nnalysi~. "No one," they say,
"who has not actually attempted to vrrify its ,letnils 1'1\ll
understand the patient research and historical bhor which
it embodies. The history of our early politic" i!I ~catter1>d
through numerous journals, ~tatutes, pamphlet~, nnd l1•t.
ters; and these are defective in completeness nn<l accuracy
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of ittatement, anrl in incl ices and tables of contents. Neither
can any onCl who has not traveled over this grou.id appreciate t.he accuracy of every trivial detail, or the self-de11ying i111p·1rtiality with which Mr. Lincoln has turned from
the te,;timony of the fathers on the general qnestiun of
slavery, to present the single question which he discusses.
From the fil'st line to tl1c last, fr0m his premises to hfo
conclnsirm, he tiavels with a swift, uuerring directness
which no logician ever excelled, an argument complete and
full without tho affectation of learning, and without tho
stiffness which usually accompanies dates and uelails. A
single easy sellteuce of plain Anglo-Saxon words co11tni11s
a chapter of history that, in some instances, has taken days
of labor to verify, and which must have cost the author
months of investigation to acquire. Commencing "·ith this
address as a political pamphlet, the reader will leave it ,ts
an historical work- brief, complete, profound, impartial,
truthful- which will survive the time and the occasion
that called it forth and be esteemed hereafter no less for
its intrinsic worth than for its unpretemling ruodesly."
After the speech ].Ir. Hiram Harney and l\lr. Charles
C. Nott took Lincoln to the Athemrum for supper, aud
five or six Republican members of the club, wl10 chanced
to be in the huilding, joined the party. The com·ersalion
turned to the prospects of the Republicans in the coming
elections, but so little was Lincoln's real standing then
comprehended in New York that one of the gentlemen,
who had not heard the evening's address, asked: "Mr.
Lincoln, what candidate do you really think would be most
likely to carry Illinois? " Lincoln replied: " Illinois is a
peculiar State, in three parts. In northern Illinois, Mr.
Seward would have a larger majority than I could get.
In middle Illinois, I think I could call out a larger vote
than Mr. Sewaru. In southern Illinois, it would make no
difference who was the candidate." ,vhen the party broke
up, Mr. Nott went with Lincoln to show him the way to
the Astor House. They started on foot, but finally boarded
a street car, becnuse Lincoln walked with difficulty on account of tile tightness of his boots, which were ne w. Mr.
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Nett did not go all the way; instead, when the car reached
his owu street, he left the fu~ure !'resident its sole occupant.
Herc, too, we must leave him. To trace the remainder
of his career in a book of this size is alike impossil,le and
unnecessary. It is impossible bocuusc it would be equivalent to writing the whole history of the great politic?J campaign aml the great Civil ·war which followed. It is ur1necessary because every American schoolboy knows the
story. Suffice it to say that, when Lincoln next came to
New York, he rode at noonday in a carriage drawn by four
white horses through laMs of shouting people. From that
proud moment clown to the moment of his tragic end his
history is the history of the United States. His place since
then was accurately described by Stanton when, standing
by Lincoln's bedsi<lo just after the great Emancipator had
breathed his last, he said: "Now he is with the ages!"

II.

BOOKS FOR THE STUDY OF LINCOLN

The literature which has grown up aro1111d tlie name nnci.
110 ouo human being
is likely ever to read it all. In 1!)06, Daniel Fish published a Lincoln Bibliograpl1y that filled 23J printed
quarto pages and included 1080 tiUcs. Fortunately, it is
not necessary to read many of these, in order to gain a
reasonable knowlc<lge of the suhjcct. The followi11g aro
recommended as being, perhaps, ihc books most likely to
ho useful to a student: E~omsox, RALPII,V,uno: Ab1·alta,•n Linroln. Remarks
at the funeral services held in Concord, ;\[ass., April H),
1865. In Riversiue Literii.ture &ries No. 133, with
Schurz's Abraham Lincoln, etc. Houghton 1Iifllin Co.,
18!)9.
HrLL, FREDERICK TREVOR: Linroln the Lawyer. The
Century Co., 1906, pp. xviii+ 332.
Lo WELL, JAMES Russ ELL: Abi-aliam Lincoln. In Rh·er,
side Literature Series No. 133, with Schurz's Abraham
Lincoln, etc. Houghton Miffiin Co. 1899.

fame of Lincoln is so extensive that
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W: TlieL~fe of Abrriham Linrolnfor
JJo!J.~ and Girls. In Riverside Lit.erutu1·e Series No.185.

MOORER, Crr,\RLF.S

Houghton MifTlin Co. 1909. 13'.! pp.

Mous1r., JoH:-1" T., JR.: .Abraham Lincoln. A biography

in two volumes. American Statesmen Series, vol. I,
pp. 387; vol. n, pp. 373. Houghton 1\Iiffiin Co., 18!J:3.
NICOLA v AND Ir.~ v: Abralunn Lincoln: A IIistory.
]~y John G. Nicolay and John Hay, Lincoln's Secrc•
tarics. The Century Co., 1890. Ten volumes. 'fhe
standard Life of Lincoln.
NrCOLAY ANU ]L\y: Complete 1Vorks of Abrnl1am
Lincoln. Edited by John G. Nicolay arnl slolrn Hny,
with a general introduction by Hichar<l \\"ntson Gilder;
special articles hy Theodore RooBc>v<'lt, If cmy Watterson, Frank T. Black, William McKinley, ]>hillips
Brooks, Robert G. Ingersoll, George Bancroft, Charles
Sumner, Henry \\'ard Beecher, and Jamc>s A. Garfield;
poems liy Richard Henry Stotldard, S. Weir :l\Iitchcll,
E1lwin l\larkl1arn, Punl Laurence Dunbar, John ,James
Piatt, \\'illiam Cullen l~ryant, :Maurice Tliomp~on,
George Henry l~oket·, Walt \Vhitman, an<l Tom 'l'aylor;
an anthology; a bibliography; and a chronological index. Twelve volumes. The Tandy-Thomas Co. A beautiful cctition. Inuispensable to the student.
{{1cE, ALLE:--1 TnoRNDlKE: Reminiscences o.f .Abi-alrnm
Lincoln by Disting11 ish ed M,m of his 1'imr. Eighth
ecliiion, pp. xl + 649. North American Review Co. A
mine of information, from which several later writers
have taken mud·,.
RoTrrf-Clll r,n, ALO:,,zo : Lincoln, 1liaste1· of.iJ[en. Houghton Mifliin Co., 1906, pp. 531.
Scnu&z, CARL: Abraham Lincoln. An Essay. In Rh·crside Literature Series :N"o. 133. Houghton l\lifliin Co.,
1899, pp. 117.
TARBELL, IDA M.: The Life o.f Abraharn Lincoln.
Two volumes. Doubleday & 11cClnre, 1900. 'Vol. I, pp.
xiv+426; vol. n, pp. xi+4fi9. 'l'his work is readahle
and contains some matter not found in Nicolay an<l Hay.

ADDRESS
DELIVERED AT
FEllRUARY

Com.>xn

27, 1860,

UNION,

NEw Yorur,

BY ABRAIIA;)1 LINCOLN

.Mr. President and Fellow Citizens of New York:

1. T1IE facts with which I shall deal this evening are
mainly old and familiar; nor is there anything new in
the general use I shall make of them. If there shall
be any novelty, it will be in the mode of presenting
the facts, and the inferences and observations following that presentation. In l1is speech last autumn at
Colnmbus, Ohio, as reported in the New York Times,
Senator Douglas said: "Our fathers, when they
framed the government under which we live, understood this question just as well, and even better, than
we do now."
2. I fully indorse this, and I adopt it as a text for
this discourse. I so adopt it because it furnishes a.
precise and an agreed starting-point for a discussion
between Republicans and that wing of the Democracy
headed by Senator Douglas. It simply leaves the inquiry : ,vhat was the understanding those fathers had
of the question mentione<l ?
3. What is the frame of government under which
we live? The answer must be, "The Constitution of
the United States." That Constitution consists of the
original, framed in 1787, and under which the present
government first went into operation, and twelve i;nbseqnently framed amen<lments, the first t(;ln of which
were frameu iu 1789.
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4. Who were our fathers that framed th~ Constitu.
tion? I suppose the "thirty-nine" who signed the
original instrument may be fairly called our fathel's
who framed that part of the present government. It
is almost exactly true to say they framed it, ~md it is
altogether true to say they fairly represented the opinion and sentiment of the whole nation at that time.
Their uames, being familiar to nea1·ly all, and accessible to quite all, need not now be repeated.
5. I take these "thirty-nine," for the present, as
being "our fathers who framed the government under
which we live." ·what is the question wbic~, according
to the text, those fathers understood "just as well, and
ev,m better, than we do now "?
6. It is this: Does the proper di vision of local from
Federal authority, Oli anything in the Constitution,
forbid our Federal Government to control as to slavery in our Federal Territo1·ies?
7. Upon this, Senator Douglas liolds the a:ffirmati ve,
aud Republicans the negative. This affirmation and
denial form an issue; and this issue-this question
- is precisely what the text declares our fathers un,,
derstood "better than we." Let us now inquire whether
the "thirty-nine," or any of them, ever acted upon
thil question ; and if they ditl, how they acted upon
it - how they expressed that better understanding.
In 1784, three years before the Constitution, tl1e
United States then owning the Northwestern Territory,
and no other, the Congress of the Confederation had
before them the question of prohibiting slavery in that
Territory; an<l. four of the "thirty-nine" who afterward framed the Constitution were in tlrn.t Congress,
and voted on that question. 0£ these, Roger Sherman, Thomas Mifflin, and Hugh Williamson voted
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£or tl1e prohibition, thus showing that, in their understanding, no line dividing local from Federal authority,
uor anythiug else, properly forlrndc the Fe<lcral Go,·arnment to coutrc,l as to slavery in Federal territory.
The other of the four, ,Tames i\lcllenry, votecl agaiust
the prohibition, showing that for some cause he thought
it improper to vote for it.
8. In 1787, still before the Constitution, but while
the convention was in session framing it, and while
the Northwestern Territory still was the only Territory owned by the United Sti!.tes, the same question of
prohibiting slavery in the Territory again came before
the Congress of tho Confederation; and two more of
the" thfrty-nine" who afterward signed the Constitution were in that Congress, and voted on the question.
They were William Blount and William Few ; and
they both voted for tho prohibition - thus showing
tl1at in their understanding no line dividing local from
Federal authority, nor anything else, properly forbade
the Federal Government to control as to slavery in
Federal territory. This time the prohibition became
a law, being part of what is now well known as the
Orcli11anco of '87.
9. The question of Federal control of slavery in the
Territories seems not to have been directly before the
convention which framed the original Constitution;
and hence it is not recorded that the "thirty-nine,"
-.>r any of them, while engaged on that instl'ument,
expressed any opinion on that precise question.
10. In 1789, by the first Congress which sat under
the Constitution, an act was passed to enforce the
Ordinance of '87, including the prohibition of slavery
in the Northwestern Territory. The b_ill f01· this act
was ropo1·ted by one of the " thirty-nine " - Thomas
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Fitzsimmons, then a membt'r of the House of Representatives from Pennsylvania. It went through all its
stages without ti wonl uf uppositiuu, am! iinally passed
both branches without ayes an<l nays, which is equivalent to a unanimous passage. In this Congress tht:re
were sixteen of the thirty-nine fathers who framed
the original Constitution. They were John Langdon,
Nicholas Gilman, William S. Johnson, Roger Sherman, Robert l\fonis, Thomas Fitzsimmons, ,Villiam
Few, Abraham Baldwin, Rufus King, '\Villiam Pater.
son, George Clymer, Richard Bassett, George Read,
Pie1·ce Butler, Daniel Carroll, and James Madison.
11. This shows that, in their understauding, no
line dividing local from Federal authority, nor any.
thing in the Constitution, properly fo1·bade Congress
to "!)rohibit slavery in the Fede1·al Territory; else both
-~heir fidelity to correct principle, and their oath to
support the Constitution, would have constrained
them to oppose the prohibition.
12. Again, George "\Vashiugton, another O! the
"thirty-nine," was then President of the U nite<l
States, and as such approved and signed the bill, thus
completing its validity as a law, and thus showing
that, in his undc1·standing, 110 line dividing local from
Federal authority, nor anything in the Constitution,
forbade the Federal Go,·crnment to control as to
sJavery in Federal territory.
13. No great while after the adoption of the original Constitution, North Carolina ceded to the Fl;'(leral Government the country now constituting the
State of Tennessee; and a few years later Georgia
ceded that which now constitutes the States of Mississippi and Alabama. In both deeds of cession it was
ma.de a condition by the ceding States that the Fed•
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eral Governmet1t should not prohibit slavery in the
ceded country. Besides this, slavery was then actually
in the ceded country. Under these circumstauces,
Congress, on taking charge of these countries, di<l
not absolutely prohibit slavery within them. But tlwy
did interfere with it - take control of it - even tlrnrt•,
to a certain extent. In 1798, Congress organized the
Territory of Mississippi. Iu the act of organization
they prohibited the bringing of slaves into the Tenitory from any place without the United States, l,y
fine, and giving freedom to slaves so brought. This
act passed both branches of Congress without yeas
and nays. In that Congress were tl1ree of the" tl1irty~1ine" who framed tho original Constitution. They
WP.re John Langdon, George Read, and Abraham
Baldwin. They all probably voted for it. Certainly
they would have placed their opposition to it upon
record if, in their understanding, any line dividing
local from Federal authority, or anything in the Constitution, properly forb:icle the Federal Govemment
to control as to slavery in Federal territory.
14. In 1803, tl10 Federal Government pnrcl1ased
the Louisiana country. Our former territorial acquisitions came from certain of our own States; but this
Louisiana country was acquired from a foreign nation.
In 1804, Congress gave a territorial organization to
that pa1·t of it which now constitute.~ the State of
Louisiana. New Orleans, lying V1ithin that part, war;
an olcl aml comparatively large city. There were otht>r
considerable towns. and settlements, ancl slavery w:is
extensively am1 thoronghly inter;r; inglcd with the people. Congress did not, in tlw Terr;to1·inl Art, pMhibit
slavery: hut they cli(l interfrrr with it - takf' control
of i t - in a more marked aml extensive way than
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they did in the case of irississippi. Tho substance of
\he provision the1·ciu ma!le in relation to slaves was: -1st. That no slave should be imported into the Territory from foreign parts.
2d. That no slave should be carried into it who had
been imported into the United States since the first
day of l\fay, 1798.
3d. That no slave should be carried into it, except
hy the owner, aml for his own use as a Rettlcr; the
penalty io all tho "<1ses being a fine upon the violator
of the law, and freedom to the slave.
15. This act also was passed without ayes or nays.
Ira the Congress which passed it there wc1·c t"·o of thta
"thirty-nine." They were Abraham Baltlwin and ,Jonathan Dayton. As stated in the case of .Mississippi, it
is probable thoy both voted for it. They would not
have allowed it to pass without recording their opposition to it if, in thcil- n111lcrstanding, it violated either
the line properly divi(ling local from Federal author.
ity, or any provi~ion of the Constitution.
16. In 1819-20 came and passed the :M issouri q ucstion. Many votes were taken, by yeas aud nap, in
l>oth branches of Cong1·ess, upon the various )ll1ases
of the general question. Two of the "thirty-nine ,r
- Rufus King and Charles Pinckney - were 1uem•
hers of that Congress. Mr. King stemlily voted for
slavery prohibition and against all com)lro111ises, while
:Mr. Pinckney as steadily voted against slavery pro
hihition and against all compromises. By this, l\Ir.
King sliowed thnt, in his understanding, no line dividing loril from Federal anthorit~•. nor anything in tl1e
Constitution, was violatr<l hy Cong-rrss prohihiting
wlavery in Federal territory; while i\lr. Pinclrnry, by
his votes,4 showed that, in his \ltltlerstan<ling, there
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was some sufficient reason for opposing such prohibition in that case.
17. 'rhe cases I have mentioned are the only acts
of the" thirty-nine," or of auy of them, upon tbe direct
issue, which l have been able to discover.
18. To enumerate the persons who thus acted as
being four in 178-!, two iu 1787, sercnteen in 1789
three in 1798, two in 180-1, and two iu 1819-20, tlwr(
would be thirty of them. Hut this wo11hl be couutiug
John Langdon, Hoger Sherman, \Yilliam Few, Rufus
King, antl George Head each twice, au<l Abraham
Baldwin three times. The tnic numbel' of those of the
"thirty-nine" whom I have shown to have acted upou
the <JllCStion which, by the text, they umlerstood l1ctter than we, is twenty-three, ]caving sixteen not shown
to have acted upon it in auy way.
19. Here, then, we have twenty-thrl'e ont of our
thi ..ty-nine fathers" who fra11wcl the govcrn1ue11 t under
which we live," who have, upon their oflicial rcspu11sibility and their corporal ua.ths, actml upon the very
question which the text aflirms they" nndcrstood just
as well, and even better, thau we do now"; and tln·utyone of them-a. clear majority of tho whole "tliirtynine " - so actiug upon it as to make them guilty of
gross political i111prop1·iet,y and wilful perjury if, iu
their nmlerstauding, any proper <livii,ion between local
and
authority, or anything in tlw Constitution
they had made tlwmselves, and swom to support. for.
bade the li'ederal Government to control as to slavrry
in the Federal Territories. Thm; the twenty-one ,H"tl•d;
ancl, as actions speak louder than words, so actions
un,lcr such rcspousihility s1wak still louder.
20. Two of the twrnty-thrcc voted again~t ron~r<•s~
iional prohibition of slavery in the Federal Territories,
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in the instances in which they acted upon the question.
But for what reasons they so·v oted is not known. They
may have <lone so because they thought a proper division of local from Federal authority, or some provision
or principle of the Constitution, stood in the way; or
they may, without any such question, ha,·e voted against
the prohibition ou what appeared to them to be sufficient grounds of expediency. No one who has sworn
to support the Constitution can conscientiously vote
for what he understands to be an unconstitutional
measure, however expedient he may think it; but 011e
may and ought to vote against a measure which he
deems constitutional if, at the same time, he deems it
inexpedient. It, therefore, would be unsafe te set down
even the two who voted against the prohibition as having done so because, in their uuderstanding, any pl'oper
division of local from Federal authority, or anything
in the Constitution, forbade the Federal Government
to control as to slavery in Federal territory.
21. The remaining sixteen of the" thirty-niue," so
far as I have discovered, have left no record of their
understanding upon the direct question of Federal con•
trol of slavery in the Federal Territories. But there
is much reason to believe that their understanding
upon that qnestion would not have appeared different
from that of their twenty-three compee1·s, had it been
manifested at all.
22. Fo1· the purpose of aclhe,fog rigillly to the text,
I have purposely omitted whatever understanding
may have been manifested by any person, howeve1·
distingnished, other than the thirty-nine fathers who
framed the original Constitution; and, for the same
reason, I have also omitted whatever understanding
may have been manifested by a11y of the "thirty•
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nfoe" even on any other phase of the general question
of slavery. H we should look into their acts and declarations on those other phases, as the foreign ;;lavetrade, and the morality and policy of slavery gener.1lly, it would appear to us that, on the direct question
of Federal control of slavery in Federal Territories,
the sixteen, if they had acted at all, would probably
b,we :wtC'd jnst as the twenty-three did. Among that
uixtccn were several of the most noted anti-slavery
men uf those times, - as Dr. Fmnklin, A1exancler
Hamilton, and Gonvemcur Mori-is, - while tbere was
not one 110w kuown to have been otherwise, unless it
n;.ay he Jolin lh1th..dge, of South Carolina.
The sum of the whole is that of our thirty-nine
!athers who framed the original Constitution, twenty,,ne - a clear majority of the whole - cet·tainly 1111,{erstood that no proper division of local from Federal
;i.nthority, nor any part of the Constitution, forbade
ihe Federal Government to control slavery in tl1e Federal Territories; while all the rest had prob,1 bly the
same understanding. Such, unquestionably, was the
understanding of our fathers who framed the original
Constitution; and the text affirms that they understood the question "better than we."
23. .But, so far, I have been considering the understanding of the question manifested by the framers
of the original Constitution. In and by the original
instrument, a mode was provided for amending it;
and, as I have already stated, the present frame of
"the government under which we live" consists of
that original, and twelve amendatory articles frame<l
and adopted since. Those who now insist that Federal
control of slavery in Federal TC'rritories vioh1tcs tl1&
Constitution, point us to the provisions which they sup,
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pose it thus violates; and, as I understand, they all fix
upon provisions in these a.mendatory articles, and not
in the original instn1m<-nt. The Supreme Court, in
the Dred Scott case, plant themselves upon the Fifth
Amenclment, which provides that no person shall be
deprived of "life, liberty, or property without due
process of law" ; while Senator Douglas and his
peculiar adherents plant themselves upon the Tenth
Amendment, providing that" the powers not delegated
to the United States by the Constitution" "are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people."
2.l. Now, it so happens that these amendments
were framed by the first Congress which sat under
the Constitution - the identical Congress which passed
the act, already mentioned, enforcing the prohibition
of slavery in the Northwestern Territory. Not only
was it the same Congress, but they were the identical,
same individual men who, at the same session, ar:d at
the same time within the session, ha.cl under consideration, and in progress toward maturity, these constitutional amendments, and this act prohibiting slavery
in all the territory the nation then owned. Tbe QOD•
stitlitional amendments were intraduced before, and
passed after, the act enforcing the Ordinance of '87;
so that, daring the whole pendency of tl1e act to enforce the Ordinance, the constitutional amendments
were also pending.
25. The seventy-six rnem bers of that Cong-ress, inclnding sixteen of the framers of tlrn original Constitntion, as before stated, were preemincutly our fathers
who framed that part of "the government under
which wo live" which is now cln.imecl as forbidding
the Federal Government to control slavery in the
Federal Territories.
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26. Is it not a little presumptuous in any one at
this day to affirm that the two tbiugs which that Congress deliberately framed, and can·ied to maturity at
the same time, are absolutely inconsistent with each
other? And does not such affirmation become iu1pudently absurd when coupled with the other affirmation,
from the same mouth, that those who did the two
things alleged to be i1iconsistent, understood whether
they really were inconsistent better than we - better
than he who affirms that they are inconsistent?
27. It is surely safe to assume that the thirty-nine
framers of the original Constitution, and the seventysix mem hers of the Congress which framed the amend..
ments thereto, taken together, do certainly include
those who may be fairly called "our fathers who
framed the governwent under which we live." Aud
so assuming, I defy any man to show that any one of
them ever, in bis whole life, declared that, in his understanding, any proper division of local from Federal
authority, or any part of the Constitution, forbade
the Federal Government to control as to slavery in
the Federal Territories. I go a step further. I defy
any one to show that any living man in the whole
world ever did, prior to the beginning of the present
century (and I might almost say prior to the beginning of the last half of the present century), declare
that, in his understanding, any proper division of
local from Federal authority, or any part of the Constitution, forbade the Federal Government to control
as to slavery in the Federal Territories. To those who
now so declare I give not only "onr fathers who
framed the government under which we live," but
with them all other living men within the century in
which it was framed, among whom to search, au<l they
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shall not he ablP- to find the evidence of a single man
agl'eeiug with them.
28. Now, and hel'e,let me guard a little against being
tnisunderstood. I do not wean to say we are bound to
fo!low implicitly iu what.ever our fathers did. To do
so would be to discard all the lights of cunent expe
rience- to reje.ct all progress, all improvement. \Vhat
I do say is that if we would supplant the opinions and
pnlic•y of our fathers in any case, we should do so upon
evi<leuce so conclusive, and argument so clear, that
even tbeil' great authol'ity, fairly considered aml
weighed, canuot stand ; and most surely not in a case
whe1·eof we ourselves deelare tlwy understood the
question bett.er than we.
29. If any man at this day sincerely believes that a
fJroper division of local from Federal authority, or any
part of the Constitution, forbids the Federal Government to control as to slavery in the Federal Territories, he is right to say so, and to enforce his position
by all truthful evidence and fair argument which he
can. But he has no right to mislead others, who have
less access to histo1·y, and less leisure to study it, into
the false belief that "our fathel·s who framed the
government ur1tlet· which we live" were of the same
opinion - thus substituting falsehood and deceptiou
for truthful evidence and fai1· argument. If any man
at this day siueerely believes "om· fathers who framed
the government under which we live" usecl ancl applied principles, in other cases, which ought to have
led them to understand that a proper di vision of local
from Federal authority, or some part of the Constitution, forhicls the Fe(ler·al Government to control as
to slavery in the Federal Territories, he is right to
say so. But he should, at the same time, bt·ave the
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responsihility of declaring that, in his opinion, he
understands their })rinciples bette1· than they clid
themselves; ancl especially should he not shirk that
responsibility by asserting that they " understood the
question just as well, and even better, than we do now."
30. But enough! Let all who believe that "our
fathers who framed the government under which we
live understood this question jnst as well, and evPn
better, than we do now," speak as they spoke, ancl
act as they acted upon it. This is all Republicans
ask - all Republicans desire- in relation to slavery.
As those fathers marked it, so let it be again marked,
as an evil not to be extended, but to be tolerated and
protected only becanse of and so far as its actnal
presence amoug 11s makes that toleration and protection a neceusity. Let all the gnara,nties those fathers
gave it be not grudgingly, but fully ancl fairly, maintained. For this Republicans contentl, and with this,
so far as I know or believe, they will be content.
31. A11d now, if they wonl<l listen,- as I suppose
they will not,-I woul<l address a few words to the
Southern people.
32. I would say to tl1em: You consider yourselves a
reasonable and a just people; and I consifler tl1at in
the general qualities of reason and jmtice you are
not inferior to any other people. Still, when you
speak of us Republicans, you do so only to denounce ll!f
as reptiles, or, at the best, as no better than outlaws.
You will grant a hearing to pirates or m1m1erers, but
nothing like it to "Black Repuhlicans." In all you:contentions with one another, each of you deems an unconditional condemnation of " Black Republicanism"
as the first thing to be attended to. Indeed, such con•
damnation of us seems to be an indispensable pre•

110

ABRAilAM LINCOLN

requisite - license, so to speak -among you to be
admitted or permitted to speak at all. Now can you
01· not be prevailed upon to pause and to consider
whether this is qnitc just to us, or even to your~clves?
Bring forward your cha1·ges and specifications, and
then be patient long enough to hear us deny or justify.
e deny it. That
83. Yon say we are sectional.
makes an issue; ancl the burden of proof is upon you.
You produce your proof; and what is it? Why, that
our party has no existence in your section - gets no
votes in your section. The fact is substantially true;
but does it prove the issue? I£ it does, then in case
we should, without change of principle, begin to get
votes in your section, we should thereby cease to be
sectioual. You cannot escape this conclusion; and yet,
are you willing to abide by it? If you are, you will
probably soon find that we have ceased to be sectionaL
for we shall get votes in your section this very year.
Yon will tl1eu begin to discover, as the truth plainly
is, that your proof does not touch the issue. Tl1e fact
that we get no votes in your section is a fact of your
making, and not of ours. And if tl1ere be fault in that
fact, that fault is primarily yours, and remains so
until yon show that we repel you by some wrong prin.
ciple or practice. If we do repel you by any wrong
principle or practice, the fault is onrs; but this brings
yon to where you ought t.o have started- to a discussion of the right or wrong of our p1·inciple. If our
principle, put in practice, would wrong your section
for tl1e benefit of ours, or for any other object, then
our principle, and we with it, are sectional, and are
justly opposed and denounced as such. Meet us, then,
-011 the question of whether our principle, put in prac~ce, would wrong your section ; and so meet us as if
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it were possible that something may be said on our
.,ide. Do you accept the challenge'? No! Then you
-:eally believe that the principle which "our fathers
who framed the government under which we live•·
thought so clearly right as to adopt it, and indorsc if
again and again, upon their official oaths, is in fac~
so clearly wrnng as to deruautl your con<lcrnnation
without a moment's consideration.
34. Some of you delight to flaunt in our faces the
warning against sectional parties given l)y ·washington in his Farewell Address. Less than eight years
before w·ashington gave that waming, he had, as
President of the United States, approved and signed
an act of Congress enforcing the prohibil;ion of slavery
in the Northwestern Territory, which act embodied
the policy of the Government upon that subject up t.o
and at the very moment he penned that warning; and
about one year after he penned it, he wrote Lafayette
that lie considered that prohibition a wise measure,
expressing in the same connection his hope that we
should at some time have a confederacy of free States.
35. Bearing this in mind, and seeing that sectionalism has since arisen upon this same subject, is that
warning a weapon in your liands against us, or in our
hands against yon? Could Washington himself speak,
would he cast the blame of that sectionalism upon us,
who sustain his policy, or upon you, who repudiate
it? We respect that warning of vVashington, and w(;
commend it to you, together with his example pointing to the right application of it.
36. But you say you are conservative - eminently
conservative-while we are revolutionary, destructive,
or something of the sort. ,vhat is conservatism? Is
it not adherence to the old and t1·ied, against the new
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and untried? ·we stick to, contcml for, the iclcnticsl
old policy on the point in coutrovel'sy which was
a,loptcd by "our fathers who framed the govcrnrne>nt
under which we live"; while you with one accord rcject, and scout, and spit tq,on tliat old policy, and insist upon substituting something new. True, you disagree among yourselves as to what that substitute
shall be. You are di vi<lc<l on new propositions and
plans, but you are unanimous in rejecting and denouncing the old policy of the fathers. Some of
you are for 1·eviving the foreign slave-trade ; some
fot· a congressional slave code for the Tenitorics;
some for Congl'ess forbid,ling the Tenitories to prnhibit slavery within their limits; some for maintaining slavery in the Territories through the judiciary;
some for the" gur-reat pur-rinciple" that" if one man
woultl enslave another, 110 third man should object,"
fantastically called" popular sove1·eignty "; but never
a :nan among you is in favor of Federal prohibition
of slavery in Federal Territories, according to the
practice of "our fathers who framed the government
under which we live." Not one of all your va1·ions
plans can show a precedent or an advocate in the cen.
tury within which our government originated. Con.
sider, then, whether your claim of conservatism for
yourselves, and your charge of destl·nctiveness against
us, are based on the most clear and stable foundations.
37. Again, you say we have made the slavery question more prominent than it formerly was. We deny
it. "\Ve admit that it is more prominent, but we de>ny
that we marle it so. It was not we, but yon, who discarded the old policy of the fathers.
e resisted, and
still resist, your innovation ; and thence comes the
greater prominence of the question. \V ould you ha'ie
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that question reduced to its former proportious? Go
back to that old policy. \Vbat bas been will be again,
under the same conditions. If you would have the
peace of the old times, readopt the precepts aud policy of the old times.
38. You charge that we stir up insurrections among
your slaves. We de11y it;· and what is your proof?
Harper's Ferry! John Brown!! John Brown was i.o
Republican; and you have failed to implicate a sing·le
Republican in his Harper's Ferry enterprise. If any
member of our party is guilty in that matter, you
know it, or you do not know it. If you do know it,
yon are inexcusable for not designating the mau and
proving the fact. If you do not know it, you are inexcusable for asserting it, and especially for persisting
in the assertion after you have tried and failed to
make the proof. You need not be told that persisting
in a charge which one does not know to be true, is
aimply malicious slander.
39. Some of you admit that no Republican designeclly aided or encouraged the Harper's Fel'ry affair,
but still insist that our doctrines and dedarations
necessarily lead to such results. We do not believe it.
We know we hold no doctrine, and make no declaration, which were not held to and made by "our fath~rs
who framed the government under which we live."
Yon never dealt fairly by us in relation to this affair.
When it occurred, some important State elections
were near at hand, and you were in evident glee with
the belief that, by charging the blame upon us, you
could get an advantage of us in those elections. The
elections came, a.nd _your expectations were not qnite
fulfilled. Every Republican man lrnew that, as to himself at least, yom· charge was a slander, and he was
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not much inclined by it to cast his vote in your favor.
Repul.ilican doctrines and declarations are accompanied with a continual protest against any interference
whatever wit,h your slaves, or with you about your
slaves. Surely, this does not encourage tliem to revolt. True, we do, in common with "our fathers who
framed the government under which we live," declare
our belief that slavery is wrong; but the slaves <lo
not hear us declare even this. For anything we say or
do, the slaves would scarcely know there is a Republican party. I believe they would not, in fact, generally know it but for your misrepresentations of us in
their bearing. In your political contests among yourselves, each £action charges the other with sympathy
with Black Repnblicanism; and then, to give point
t.o the charge, defines Black Republicanism to simply
be insurrection, blood, and thunder among the slaves.
40. Slave insurrections are no more common now
than they were before the Republican party was organized. What induced the Southampton insurrection, twenty-eight years ago, in which at least three
times as many lives were lost as at Harper's Ferry?
You can scarcely stretch your very elastic fancy to
the conclnsion that Southampton was "got up by
Black Republicanism." In the present state of things
in the United States, I do not think a general, or even
a very extensive, slave insnnection is possible. The
indispensable concert of action cannot be obtained.
The slaves have no means of rapid communication;
nor can incendiary freemen, black or white, supply it.
The explosive materials are everywhere in parcels;
but tliere neitl1er are, nol' can be supplied, the indispensable connecting trains.
41. Much is said by Southern people about the
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affection of slaves for their masters and mistresses;
&.nd a part of it, at least, is true. A plot for an uprising could scarcely be devise<l and communicated to
twenty individuals before some one of them, to save
the life of a favorite master or mistress, would divulge
it. This is the rule; and the slave revolution in
Hayti was not an exception to it, but a case occurring under peculiar circumstances. The Gunpowder
Plot of British history, though not connected with
slaves, was more in point. In that case, only about
twenty were admitted to the secret; and yet one of
them, in his anxiety to save a friend, betrayed tha
plot to that friend, and, by consequence, averted the
calamity. Occasional poisonings from the kitchen,
and open or stealthy assassinations in the £eld, and
local revolts extending to a score or so, will continue
to occur as the ·natural results of slavery; but no general insurrection of slaves, as I think, can happen in
this country for a long time. ·whoever much fears, or
much hopes, for such an event, will be alike disappointed.
42. In the language of Mr.Jefferson, uttered many
years ago, "It is still in our power to direct the process of emancipation and deportation peaceably, aud
in such slow degrees, as that the evil will wear off
insensibly; and their places be, pari passu, filled up
by free white laborers. If, on the cout,rary, it is left
to force itself on, human nature must shudder at ti.le.
prospect held up."
43. Mr. Jefferson clid not mean to say, nor do I,
that the power of emancipation is in the Federal
Government. He spoke of Virginia; and, as to th£
power of emancipation, I speak of the slaveholding
States only. The Federal Government, however, as
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we insist, has the power of restraining the extension
of the institution- the powe1· to insure that a slavo
insurrection shall uever occur on any American soil
which is now free from slavery.
44. ,John Brown's effort was peculiar. It was not a
slave insurrection. It was an attempt by white men
to get up a revolt among slaves, in which the slaves
refused to participate. In fact, it was so absurd that
the slaves, with all their ignorance, saw plainly enough
it could not succpcu. That affair, in its philosophy,
corrcsponcls with the many attempts, related in hist.ory, at the assassination of kings and emperors. An
enthusiast broods over the oppression of a people till
he fancies himself commissioned by Heaven to liberate
them. Ile ventures the attempt, which ends in little
less than his own execution. Orsini's attempt on Louis
Napoleon, and John Brown's attempt at IIarper's
Ferry, were, in their philosophy, precisely the same.
Tho eagerness to cast blame on old England in the
one case, and on New England in the other, does not
disprove the sameness of the two things.
'.15. Aud how much would it avail you, if you could,
by the use of John Brown, Helper's boolc, and the
Jike, br<'ak up the Republican organization? Human
action can ha modified to some extent, but human
natul'o cannot be changecl. There is a judgment and
a feeling against slavery in this nation, which cast at
leai:;t a million ancl a half of votes. You cannot destroy that judgment and feeling - that sentiment by breaking up the political organization which rallies
around it. You can scarcely scatter and disperse an
army which has been formed into order in the face of
yonr heaviest fire; but if you could, how much would
yon gain by forcing the sentiment wbic•h created it
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out of the peaeefnl channel of the ballot-box into some
othel' channel? What would that other channel probably be? \Vould ~he number of ,John Browns be lessened or enlarged by the operation?
46. But you will break up the Union rather than
submit to a denial of your constitutional rights.
47. That has a somewhat reckless sound; but it
would be palliated, if not fully justified, were we proposing, by the mere force of numbers, to deprive you
of s01110 right plainly written down in the Constitution. But we are proposing no such thing.
48. \Vheu you make these declarations you have
a specific and well-understood allusion to an assumed
constitutional 1·ight of yours to take slaves into the
Federal Territories, and to hold them there as property. But no such right is specifically written in the
Constitution. That instrument is literally silent about
any sud1 rigllt. \Vo, 011 the contrary, deny that such a
right has any existe:1ec in the Constitution, even hy
implication.
49. Your purpose, then, plainly stated, is that you
will destroy the government, unless you be allowed to
construe and force the Constitntlon as you please, on
all points in dispute between you and us. You will
rule or ruin in all events.
50. This, plainly stated, is your language. Perhaps
you will say the Supreme Comt has decided the di$puted constitutional question in your favor. Not quite
so. But waiving the lawyer's distinction between dictum and decision, the Court lias decided the question
for you in a sort of way. Tl1e Court has substantially
said, it is your constitutional ri~ht to take slaYes into
the Federal Territories, and to hold them there as
property. ,vhen I say the decision was made in a
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sort of way, I mean it was made in a. divi<led court,
by a bare majority of the jn<lges, and they not quite
agreeing with one another in the reasons for making
it; that it is so made as that its a.vowed supporters
clisagreo with ono another a.bout its llleauiag, and
that it was mainly based upon a mistakeu statement
of fact - the statement in the opinion that "the right
of property in a slave is distinctly and expressly af.
firmed in the Com,titution."
51. An inspection of the Constitution will s110w
that tho right of property in a slave is not" <listinctly
and expressly affirmed" in it. Bear in mind, tl10
judges do not pledge their judicial opinion that such
r ight is impliedly affirmed in the Constitution; but
they pledge their veracity that it is "distinctly ancl
expressly" affirmed there - "distinctly," that is, not
mingled with anything else - "expressly," that is, in
words meaning just tbat, witl1out the aid of any inference, and susceptible of no other meaning.
52. If they had only pledged their judicial opinion
that such right is affirmed in the instrument by implication, it would be open to others to show tliat
neither the word "slave " nor "slavery " is to be
found in the Constitution, nor the word "property"
even, in any connection with language alluding to
tho things slave, or slavery; and that, wherever in
that instrument the slave is alluded to, lie is called a
"person"; and wherever his master's legal right in
relation to him is alluded to, it is spoken of as "service or labor whirh may be duo" -as a debt payable
in servire or labor. Also it would be open to show,
by contemporaneous history, that this mo,le of alluding to sl:tves and slavery, instead of speaking of them,
was employed 011 purpose to exclude from the Con-
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stitution the idea that there could be property in
man.
53. To show all this is easy and certain.
54. When this obvious mbtake of the ju<lges shall
be brought to their notice, is it not reasonable to expect that they will with<lraw the mistaken btatement,
and reconsider the conclusion based upon it?
55. And then it is to be rcmembere<l that "our
fathers wl10 frametl the government under which we
Ii ve " - tho men who made tho Cons ti tu tion - decided this same constitutional question in our favor
long ago: decided it without division among themselves when making the deci!-iion; without division
among themselves about the meaning of it after it
was made, and, so far as any evidence is loft,
without basing it upon any mistaken statement of

facts.

56. Under all those circumstances, do you really
feel yoursolves justified to break up thi~ govemmcnt
unless such a court decision as yours is shall he at
once submitted to as a conclusive and .final rule of
political action? l3ut you will not abide the election
of a Republican President! In that snppo:1ecl event,
you say, you will dci.troy the Union; an<l then, you
say, the great crime of having destroyed it will be
upon us I That is cool. A highwayman J1olds a pistol
to my ear, and mutters through his teeth, "Stand and
deliver, or I shall kill you, ant! then you will be a
murderer! "
57. To bo sure, wl1at a rohbcr demanclod of me my money - was my own ; ancl I had a clear right to
keep it; bnt it was no more my own than my vote i~
my own; and the threat of death to me, to l'xtort my
money, and the throat of destruction to the Union, to
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extort my vote, ean scarcely be distinguished in
principle.
58. A few words now to the Republicans. It is exceedingly desirable that all parts of this great Con•
foderacy shall be at peace, and in harmony one with
another. Let us Republicans do our part to hav1;1 it
so. Even though much provoked, let us do nothing
through passion and ill temper. Even though tho
Southern people will not so much as listen to us,
lot us calmly consider their demands, and yield to
them if, in our deliberate view of our duty, we possibly can. Judging by all they say ancl do, and by tho
subject and nature of their controversy with m,, let us
determine, if we can, what will satisfy them.
59. ,vm they be satisfied if the Territories be unconditionally surrendered to them'? We know they
will not. In all their present complaints against us,
tho Territories are scarcely mentioned. Invasions ancl
insurrections are the rage now. Will it satisfy them
if, in the future, we have nothi11g to do with invasions
and insurrections? \Ve know it will not. \Ye so know,
because we know we net,er ha<l anything to do with
invasions and insurrections; and yet this total abstaining does Not exempt us from the charge and the da.
nunciation.
60. The question recnrs, ,,·hat will satisfy them?
Simply this: we must not only let them alone, but we
must somehow convince them that we do let them
ilone. This, we know by experience, is no easy task.
Wo have been so trying to conYincc them from the
very beginning of our 01·ganization, but with no sue•
ccsi;. In all onr platforms and spe<>cl1es we have constantly protested out· purpose to let them alone; but
this J1a11 had no tendency to convince them. Alike un-
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availing to convince them is the fact that they have
never dP-tected a man of us in any attempt to disturb
them.
61. These natural and apparently adequate means
all failing, what will convince them? This, and this
only: cease to call slavery wrong, and join them in
calling it right. And this must be done thoroughly
- done in acts as well as in words. Silence will not
be toleratell - we must place ourselves avowedly with
them. Senator Douglas's new sedition Jaw must be
ena.ited and enforced, suppressing all declarations that
slavery is wrong, whether made in politics, in presses,
in pulpits, or in private. We must arrest and return
their fugitive slaves with greedy pleasure. We must
pull down our free State constitutions. The whole atmosphere must be disinfected from all taint of opposition to slavery, before they will cease to believe that
all their troubles proceed from us.
62. I am quite aware they do not state their case
precisely in this way. Most of them would probably
say to us, "Let us alone; do nothing to us, and say
what you please about slavery." But we do let them
alone, - have never disturbed them, - so that, after
all, it is what we say which dissatisfies them. They
will continue to accuse us of doing, until we cease
saying.
63. I am also aware they l1ave not as yet in terms
demanded the overthrow of our free State constitutions. Yet those constitutions declare the wrong of
slavery with more solemn emphasis than do all other
sayings against it; and when all these other sayi11g~
shall have been silenced, the overthrow of these constitutions will be demanded, and nothing be left to
resist the demand. It is nothing to the contrary that
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they do not demand the whole of this just now.
Demanding what they do, and for the reason they do,
they can voluntarily stop nowhere short of this consummation. Holding, as they do, that slavery is morally right and socially elevating, they cannot cease
to demand a full national recognition of it as legal
right and a social blessing.
64. Nor can we justifiably withhold this on any
ground save our conviction that slavery is wrong. If
slavery is right, all words, acts, laws, and constitutions
against it are themselves wrong, and should be silenced
and swept away. If it is right, we cannot justlr object
to its nationality- itH universality; if it is wrong,
they cannot justly insist upon its extension - its enlargement. All they ask we could readily grant, if we
thought slavery right; all we ask they could as readily
grant, if they thought it wrong. Their thinking it
right and our thinking it wrong is the preciae fact
upon which depends the whole controversy. Thinking it right, as they do, they are not to blame for desiring its full recognition as being right; but thinking
it wrong, as we do, can we yield to them? Can we cast
our votes with their view, and against our own? In
view of our moral, social, and political responsibilities,
can we do this?
65. Wrong as we think slavery is, we can yet afford
to let it alone where it is, because that much is due
to the necessity arising from its actual presence in the
nation; but can we, while our votes will prevent it,
allow it to spread into the national Territories, aucl to
overrun us here in these free States? If our sense of
duty forbids this, then let us stand by our duty fearlessly and effectively. Let us be diverted by none of
those sophistical contrivances wherewith we are so
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industriously plied and belabored - contrivances such
as groping for some middle ground between the right
and the wrong: vain as the search for a man who
should be neither a living man nor a dead man; such
as a policy of" don't care" on a question about which
all true men do care; such as Union appeals beseeching true Union men to yield to Disunionists, reversing
the divine rule, and calling, not the sinners, but tl1e
righteous to repentance; such as invocations to "\Vashington, imploring men to unsay what Washington said
and undo what Washington did.
66. Neither let us be slandered from our duty by
false accusations against us, nor frightened from it
by menaces of destruction to the government, nor of
dungeons to ourselves. Let us have faith that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare
to do our duty as we understand it.

PROGRAMMES.
[These programn1es are merely in the way of suggestion.
Teachers may find it more convenient to combine numbeN
from different programmes into a new one.]

No. I.
1. .Essay : Describing the scenes which take place at thi,
inaugur:i.tion of tho President.
2 . .Recitation: Lincoln's second Inaugural.

3. Song: A1ne1·ica.

4. A list of the Presidents of the United States, with the
age of each upon inauguration.
5. Anecdotes: Descriptive of Lincoln in connection with
his cabinet.
6. .Readin{l: That portion of Lowell's Commemm-atMn
Ode descriptive of Lincoln.

No. II.
1. Description of the interior of Independence Hall, Phil,
ru:lelphia.
2. Accollllt of the signing of the Declaration of Inde.
pendence.
3. Dedamation: Lincoln's speech in Independence Hall.
4. Recitation: The Battle Hymn of the .Republic.
5. Comparison of Washington and Lincoln.
6. Opinions by distinguished men of Lincoln's charactei
a.n<l power given in brief by several pupils.
1. .Recit,atiun: 0 Captain, my Captain.
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No. III.

1. Essay : Descriptive of the battle of Gettysburg.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Declarrw,tion: Lincoln's speech at Gettysburg.

Estimates of Lhe speech by eminent men.
A necLlotes abot1t Lincoln, chosen by six pupils.
Account of the eagle, Old Abe.
6. Reading: Selections from Emerson's add1·ess.

No. IV.

i . Historical essay on the rise of the conflict with slavery.

2. Reading of the J<~mancipation Proclamation.
3. Recitation of Whittier's The Jubilee Sing&rs.
4. Reading of Lincoln's letter to Horace Greeley.
5. Es!iay on the constitutional amendment abolish1ng
slavery, giving a history of its passage.
6. Recitation of Bryavt'e Threnody.

No. V.
THE MAN.

1. Essay: Lincoln's Parentage and Childhood, drawn
from Chapter I. of Holland's Lffe of Lincoln.
2. Essay: Lincoln's Early Life ano Marriage, selected
from Ward H. Lamon's Life of Lincoln.
3. Essay: Lincoln's J\fanhood, as drawn from Lamon's
Life, to his election to the Presidency.
4. Reading: From Lincoln's Speech on accepting noniination to the U. S. Senate. Springfield, Ill., ,June 17,
1858. Found in Raymond's L1'fe of Lincoln, p. 52 et seq.
5. Essay: Descriptive of Lincoln's Famous Debate with
S. A. Douglas, drawn from Cliapter II. Raymond's ~f6
,Jj Lincoln.
6. Reading: Selections from Lincoln's Speech in Cooper
Institute, New York, February 27, 1860. In Raymond's Life, p, 85.
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1. Reading: Selections from R. W. Emerson's Lecture

on Abraham Lincoln.

8. Reading: Estimate of Lincoln's Character, Chapter
XIII. Charles G. Leland's Life of Li=ln in the Neu
Plutarch Seri.es.

No. VI.
THE PRESIDENT,

1. Reo.ding : From first Inaugural, March 4, 1861.
2. Essay: A Sketch of Mr. Lincoln's Presidential Life,
drawn from any standard Life.
3. Reading: Descriptive of Lincoln's Tastes, from
Six l>fonths at the White House, Section XVI.
4. Re,ading: Herndon's' Analysis of Lincoln's Character. Si"x Months at the ·white House, Section LXXIX.
5. Essay: Lincoln's Home Life as drawn from Six
J[onths at tl,e White J--Iou,se.
6. Reading: Anecdotes about Lincoln, The last forty
pages of Raymond's Life are devoted to Anecdotes and
Reminiscences.
7. Declamation: Exordium to Edward Everett's Address
at Gettysburg.
8. Recitation: Selections from Bayard Taylor's Gettysbiirg Ode.
9. Declamation: Lincoln's Arldress at Gettysburg.
10. Reading: Selections from Lincoln's second Inaugu•
ra,l.

No. VII.
THE E~UNCIPATOR,

1. An Essay descriptive of the progress of tho War to thlil
Autumn of 1862.
2. Reading from Holland's Life of Lincoln, descriptive
of the President's preparation and presentation of the
P roclamation of Emancipation, reduced from pp. 390-395.
3. Reading : The Proclamation itself.
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4. Rooriing: From Whittier, The Proclamation,
5. Singing: Ame1·ica.
6. Readings selected from R. W. Emerson's The.Eman,
cipation P1·oclmnation.
7. R,mding: The Emancipation Proclamation, W. S.
Robinsrm, " Warrington," from Pen Portraits.
8. Reading: The Death of Slave1·y, Bryant.
9. Reading : The Proclamation, as culled from the
first part 0£ Chapter XII. 0£ Frederick Douglass' Lif6
and Times.
10. Reading: Laus Deo, John G. Whittier.
11. Singing: IIymn, after the Emancipat.ion Proclama,
tion, Dr. 0. W. Holmes.

No. VIII.
THE MARTYR.

1. Essay: Descriptive 0£ the Assassination.
2• .Recitation : Death of Lincoln, Bryant.
3. Reading : F1·om Recollections o.f Ab1·aliam Lincoln.
Noah Brooks, Harper's Monthly, vol. xxxi., p. 222,July,
1865.
4. Recitation: Abraliam, Lincoln, Alice Cary.
5. Reading: Easy Chair, Harper's Monthly, Vol.
xxxi. p. 126, June, 1865.
6. Declamation: From Abmliam Lincoln; an Hora,
tian Ode, R. H. Stoddard.
7. Reading: Mr. Lowell's Essay.
8. Rer,itation : Our Good President, Phrebc Cary.
9. Recitation: Second Review of the Grand Army.
Bret Harte.
10. Reading : From Commemoration Ocle, J. R. Lowell.
11. Song: For the Services in Memory of Abraham
Lincoln, Dr. 0. W. Holmes.

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF EVENTS IN
TI-lg LIFE OF Al3HAHAM LINCOL.i.~.

Born in a log-cabin near HodgeDAville, now Lanie County,
February 12, 1809
Kentucky
Ilis father rnoves with his family into the wilderness noar Geo1816
tryvillo, Indiana
HHS
His mother dies, at the ago of 35
1~19
Ilis father's s •cood marring,i •
18:/6
Walks nine miles a day, going to and retun1ing from school
Makes a trip to New Ot·lcans aml bo.ok, at work on a flat-boat 18:l8
Drive,; in :m o><-cart with his father and su,pmothPr to a clear1829
ing on the Sangamon River, n~ar Decatur, Illinois
1829
Split.~ rails, to surround tho clearing with a fcuce.
Makes another fll\t-botLt trip to Nuw OrletLns nncl bMk, on whicli
trip he first sees nogroes shackled together in chains, and
forms his opinions concerning slavery
• Mav IS.11
Begins wol'k in n store at New Salmn, Illinois
, A ngu;t: 18;~ l
Enlist.s in the Black llawk War; elected a captain of ,•ohmteers .
1832
Announces himself a Whig candidate for tho Legislature, and
is defeatecl
1~32
Storekeeper, Postmaster, and Surveyor
JR.'3:3
Elected to the Illinois LPgislature
JS.'H
Reiilected to tho Legislature
1835 to 1~12
Studies law at Springfiold
18:17
Is a Presidential elector on the Wlug national ticket
. 1840
~forries ;'lfary Todd
• November 4, ls.t2
Canvasses Illinois £or Ilenry Clay
1814
Eloet.otl to Congress
18'16
Support.s General Taylor for President
1848
Engages in law practice
1840--lS.-,4
Debates with Douglas nt Peoria ancl Springfield
. 1855
Aids in organizing the Republican party
1855-Hl!i0
Joint debates in Illinois with Stephen A. Douglas
• 1858
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Makes poliliC!ll speeches in Ohio
IMO
Visits Now York, and speaks at Cooper Union
Fl'bruary, llAA>
Attends Ropublicau :::it:ito Convention al Decatur; declared to
be tho choice of lllinoi~ for the l'rc•idency
. :\lay, 1~
Nominated at Chic:,go "" the Republican candidate for President
• May 16, l1'li0
Elected Pr(1Kident over J, C, Breckenridge, Stephen A. Douglas,
and John Bell
NovPmber ]Sf;()
Inaugurated President •
March 4, JS•il
homes li~t order for troops to put down the Rebellion, April 15, JStll
U11,-es ~foClt•llan to a,hanco .
Ap,il, Ibti:l
ippeals for the support of border States to the Union cause,
:March to July, li'lfl2
Calls for 300,000 more troops
• July, JSll:l
Issues Emancipation Proclamation
January 1, 18(;;1
Thank• Grant for capturo of Vicksburg
. July, 1sn:1
November HJ, Jr,(l:l
His addl'CSS at Gettysburg
C,ills for 600,000 volunte1,rs
• July, ll>fi4
Renominated and reelected President
11-IH
Thanks ::-hcmum for capture of Atlanta
. September, Js(.t
his second inauguration
lllarch 4, lN•;
April 14, lb(x;
A.asa8siuated
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,1oores1M l.\fe or L11 c ,111.
~G. Sh~Jurtl'fS Shakei,JW.arC": Q1ll't-.tio11.i.
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t-1~. l~,!rnf>ll's J~ih- f'f ,Jolmllou. Ahri•l~t•d
:.MH. P:thnet'8 ScU-CulLhat.ion 111 l~uglish, t\nd
\\l.t11hiugto11'ft l•'1tr~well A4)1lres!l,nml Web•
1'he Glory of thr· £m1wrr"1't.
S1wridan 1H The S,·hool for s,•nutlt\l.
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:!,)I. Sir Ga.wain 1\IIJ the Cfrt·4,:H Kui~ht, ,md
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0
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255. Ritt.enhou,101 F1 'rhe LitU,, Book of Aineri..
ran Poet~.
~;. RirhardH'll High 1'ido.
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20:-{. Pftnbocly's 1'ht> Pipt!r,
~Ui4. Wit:kin1.& H~bc<"en of Sunuybrook Ji'aroi.
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1
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Grade Ill.
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